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A 1) I) S E: S S 



OUhc Nn\im\\ Noai-rntin- Convenlion, assembled at Mactvlon lock, 
county, ir, tiie .^lute of Neu-York, June Sifi, 9th, and 10th, 1847. 



fN' 1 UJ)DLiC'nON. P RlMlitiosi by the ^'uranty, to i^vcry i>ta!« in tu is Union, 

IhR tucn.U Oj LlljCrtlJ, Insure, and <7<>oa' Uurs, hor, peac^nuiy, vvi^ilr.-v.- frora ttu^ I'nion. 
('^•7l'€r?vni:/it hi the. lJmt>d<l Stales: a ^^'^ tU-m-unU for the injarc.l abJ-Jrij-vincs uf this coiJn- 

9 try, the v.xmp. pro'cciion, mercy ami justico that v/e de- 
" ruand for the injured slave. 

We jro fot tlie rei>«al of all tarifTj, wheJher for pro- 
tection or revenue, the sup;)ort of the goveniiiuiut by 
dii-ec^t taxes., the cunsefjnent diminution of ttie revenue, 
the re. reiiehmcnt of expenses, the reduction of sahiries, 
tho a'>oi<tion of uuticcessary olUces, ami of tht; whole 
i>(val ati l niiiitary es a'jilshmentj tiie prompi; abandon- 
mea, of the present wicked war wuh iXfexioo, the res- 
toration of her conquered torri'.ory, ineiuding 'I'exax, 
and dniple renmnera'-ion for the wroTigs we have inJhct- 
eU upon h?r. 

A.Ioii- With the a^oIi^ion of all other raonopoiies, we 
w r.ihl resinci with; a reasoiubie bona the extent io 
u-ni^'i-i iii.livid'i.d?, corporauons, or tiio goveniment, 
sficuid hoi, I properry hi lanil, prov.ding an ojip irtumty 
tor ail to bx;oome i>'.>5^es-;')ri »/f (he soil, and llius enjoy 
(v,'!tnoiu j I? ueingCuiJtesi'M) the orii^inal rig-ht of every 
hiuiian beimr: lo uccii^jy a pur'.io.'i of'tiie earth's aurf^cej 
.md bioathe uh fre»» air. To ihis on.l, we would aLio 
have the public lands thrjv.-n open to ;iciual settlers, 
Irf^eoCeos'.. and every niia'^ hjmestcad held inulit-na- 
ble, evcept with his own coiisent, not being- liable to 
-^ii/.ure an I sale fur debt. 

v\ e w.jiiid a!>3!i?h Che Po.it Office monopoly, allow- 
in.^r Citr/.ens to exeroi-:e tlie orisrinal ritjht of ir^nsuort- 
mu' Ictrerg ^nd ncivs;>a;>eis, as well oLher frei^hu If 

' " ' " ■ " m, let it 

run mails at 

-.'^i^ir.Se a;,propna:c exenu.eof iu at a cheap rate, for it. um., without pr^vilegl. ^ ira^k^ 



V. t.ik.r t:ie Iihe:-.y ;o h I iress you in respect to the 

0. jous Ko h.wo ui y.o.A-, in eonveumir to;^eth'--r and 
;i ):niaatin- oaaui'iau?* lor ('resident antf Viee-Presideu' ! 
Ui u,-: ;au-d T;io-'! o!) jeefs are not p2rci-ait in ' 
int^ hri ry ace;-, .ai.ion of thai, 'eruu S\ e have no in- 
«rj >.f. 10 pro!n,.;-r .liH.uk:t froia the interests of vuci' 
.ud o' o:ir f.;i;o^v-i-!,.-e!i?i. We espouse no other 

;iciiiM-j ot K')veiii!:ic:U th.m tiios.- whica our cni're 
I'.-i ui na^ tie;-i;ired to be s-ir-oviii-ut. We only c^'f 
i!.^: t H? ni;i;ts of ail sh Ulh>. eouAiivand imparlia'iy 

1. :■. t.iij S;j£j.!-.ni;):ital and aekaowloilffed 
vr ^.:;p.tv o; e vil govern rn-ni saall be, at all time:s, oo 

!■. v.i I'M o u-ripd out vito con,;s[cn: a;ul uruleviatin " 
!r^s>.ict!. li mere arc 5^ )nie xvho sohcit your aid in 
t- -<3c'i-^ ih-c riijhf? ofiiw ir;=.^'6 man—acd if there are 
t'Vipri wnoasic 3-uu lo assist ihem in pr-?^ccin- Lhr 
r .-iiisr,! Uvc r.,v:>;c.-i ,ra.i, we .jcrreo witii iheni both, and 
u - ci:uer l:om Ukmu b:rJi, in .p-.irini? you ro co-oprrate 

f rV" '^V^"" "^ ^'^^ ^'^-i'"^ p-oiec-ion oi the ri-htsof 
.^..i- It ti-erc ar.: soaio who wish to eah-i y ou in 

• .-a. coaie^t a;^ains; vm- firm of inHjsti-c an ; on- ! 
pr. s.K.n -;f --.'re ai-o others who wouM "have vou cu:n-' 
'.iO ;^;..^:i^t aiiotnor A>rm t;!' iMj-Hticc an! of oiipre -i 
<)r -oocnor, or yet anocher, we agree with ih.,'m"^ 
■M, ..uu we diL-M- from them all, in asking- you tu 



V; ^h o' ' n^ ^f:; government I the trovermr.ent Cm-.-t eompete wi h (bom, 

• ^^7^^:l'tV^'^'"f ^'^-^^^'^•^ ^^"^ ^u.ine.., or if it cn^..5;es' o' m 

aSly ^^So^ '.:i^.^^L^:!.f: ^l^--? ^ i-^-- -l-..^ .e/ an Who u:. .h. .ail p 



1 ' . ■ r, ve t e r . •: i e p o vi,' er d . 
In the ^- i>-<:iarau..rr' conaecfe^I wiih the Cu]] f.)r' 
• 0,,nvennion, our principles and 

asftir.v, w.ui !rieM),.c:d i>^<.,«:oin Ibrour prrsent ae- 
scS. tor^h .a tieiaii, and we reier to Ciiai paper 
:.^. aiijo.e i;ui r-. e;.iP:,L of them than we hav« Voom 
^•e.orepeat. ^ t^i-iei' <;i- line of thom, we will, ho^v- 

-;^o.i^..u:Hutio:.ri ^y ^;;,cii oour^e ha:- been deter- 

Oivil Gvvornineat ^ve un h --,/! 1 to ha :i;it d^^rcc 
.:tri-Mo.Md au;h-: -.,;,^c 1 uh ch!hed^,m- 
-'-'^ -'-^-^ i:asc ;:nin;tt -d to !;.;<-e y, to be 
,V.V J'-cc- -nance with cqtiliy and iu^ti-e, over 

>-t of nie,n^>e!«, lb;- tlio pr.) ^v;- ioa of all am of 
^^V'-";, .u ;.e fla:e {^ossos^ion an.t h,'- e:,iay:ne :t and n.s 

^ or -inai and he.v. cn-confernV. n-nw ti-im- 

n,;" ' ^ u)!(l.!.n - noti.;:;o^ b:-t ti'-. i:iiVin-em.-n: of :huae 
rr-H^U'-VV "'^'•■'■.^'^^ '^^foroi.5?: ootiM;):: bu: what i5 

■ . lor uiei!- i,.r.:te -uo,.-! ruM o tvrr-.-Mit. { 

^'n.^?''''^'-''' IV' i.d--c[;:aiiiy of all, r<nd' 
, ;,'S;-;U.,..:;:;,r<-a i!oali, iriv-se-; cjial reh:rai;K^ ^v:;3;v 
.i:...ro3 C';ud 1 iovj.irJd protectiou /vrallJ 

1,.,,' '•"•■\-'y- .'.' o .;,,.:tjn, <-:<indi?ion -jr couir. It 

<o-;p;-. J: infringes p.-, ori-hsa',- 
. -Ji.rociJ. it pj;;-;r.!:y r.) s:;rTh infrinRomcnt, i; ' 
' ■ftii-.. o.s^no rnx'i t> rs-h; :o in!;-in--2 ti,e e-iual !-i--5".' 
fo.:;r.ib or. J- >i<vat'-s a^jd ;iJh,wn no rr:.)-iO'>oi-» f 



Wewoid'l confer oliice on no «lp.v?holdor3 or mem- 
bers of i);>i-siavery bodies, politic ! or ec(de3!a8ticai— 
on no ve-a!ers of «:ronj: <irink- ora<!voeatea for the li- 
e?-ise of that traflic — on no members of fwjcrct societies 
— .Old on no persons kr.o'vn to be ip;tnoraJ, inijust, djs- 
fione-t, or (ijy position or prirfciple; in a state of hostil- 
ity to tiie essei.oal e!emr>n « andcan;iit:ons of civil, po- 
iu;ca5 and reIi!::iou-s f.ee iom. 

i 



APi'J.ICATIGN OF PRINCIPLK:5 A DUTY. 
It is no?/ nearly two years since thi-. general outline 
CA pdiiieal pria-v-'iides an-.l meieures w.'.3 ilelinitely pro- 
P-.sc i by Home oi u», as a bafis of a.^soeiated iwliticaS 
aeison, ijeiieving as we then did and Htill do, that the 
-:be::y p.riy, to which we belonged, was not only 
;).odjj'-d io t!io=e ;^enera} principles, but w :R ai-o pled- 
.^ed, 07 Its ow:i oi-i^ma; and on-rep^Aatcd promises, io 
..Pl>iy iMos - prineipies to .ill pub-:ic o.uesiions, as die ap- 
pr..'>ji ra,e occa?ioiid ehould arise for their apj) ic ition. 
D.iri'i- ihe period that It^s in'.er\cned, altho !.- h 3 ron^ 
evcc:5.ions nave been taken, and de'eimmed o^. po-i tion 
r,iai:,:i.>p;ed, to die cour'V.? >ve Jiad pro;)OB,nl, We ha\'e 
iO-.::->d no a jta.i^on;?; ?; wno i. ive bef';>. w'iliiniv io n 13- 
■•:V,--, wuh us 00 ;he r-. vo^ q i,-^;t;o:i involve. I, wiieL.icr the 
.o-.t;ori iJi-opor;./! ...^ i - no;, in :ir'c,;r.;;ince with the 
n^rU ar.'i true lu :m a^if-lru^i, N , ,,ne oder.s to siiotr 
OS, an . i.:;vv, ila.ny, a. e pr-'pire 1 to a^drrn, ' ha'. O'.irprin- 

^ ru'^-^ 'ro^^^^^^ ^^"'-f ^^-^^'^l^y i^ii-rt, p r:y men inpartic«br. And 

'^•-'•V^vT'^na^^T?'?'"";'*'''-^"-''?'^^' preo.de.tsor thuthc measure . w« prT.po'e arenoi-i;;^tfnU^^ 

> ^VK.c;. CO .i.;y to r..3..ural ju.ucc, null and , Ivo.is from ti^o.e n-. u.cip tha: o>ir : o;>dcation of 
^Ve hold FPvervto h." „ .^^-o »■ . jj ^-'''^ .^^ "^^^ aj^i '^•^h-': '.^:e >o l proper, or tliat '.here le not 

■ i -^^^ the vJSu'n « ■c<«-Wut..>-ial,' oacas.on, in conse.T-.u.Kie of e^i tin- wro^iu'H, liiat a re- 

- . ^d^..al C.c..c.-ui.c,at Lkx^hU 10 83carc Us j meJy &ho^dd be ui>j died. It is aim-st uafversally ad- 



0; ; 
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mlttetl by thr.m, as well as by a lar^e portion of the 
coninumity in gencniL that the wrongs we have cnu- 
inerated arc evils, and that it i? dcairable that ihvy 
should be romaved. Abolitionists in general, and Lib- 
erty party men in particular, have been accustomed to 
maintain, moreover, that it is always safe to do riijht, and 
safe as well as obligatory to doriglitat the present time 
—that it is morally wron_' to defer doing ri^ht,— and 
that it is holding the truth in unrigliteousness to ac- 
knowledge a truth in the abstract, anii yet decline, on 
prudential considerations, reducin^^r that truth to prac- 
tice. On this ground it is, that Abolitionists persist in 



thods we reject as contrary to true philosophy, souaii 
; morals, and practical goodsen^e. Tiie proclamation of 
neutrality in respect to one or m ue moral evils, atnoun- 
; ting to a truce witii them, and a co-operation with their 
supporters, is but a lame preparation for an ohset witli 
' (mother moral evil, admitting it to be the parent ami 
; chief support of all the others. Such a policy resem- 
I bles too closely— nay, is it not in substance, a propoai- 
\ tion to enter into an alliance, offensive and defensive, 
: with ALL the lesser devils of the pit, in the hope of de- 
: coying them into a successful campaiijn against the 
' Prince and Father of them all The friends of tempe- 
rance were thus seduced, for a time, to hold a truce 



applying the epithet i'ko-si-avkry to that portion of j! ranee a\ . , . 

the community, who. while they acknowledire theM^vith the lesser demons of inebriation, the wine, tiie 
- . .. i,oer, and the cider, while thev concentrated their en. 



moral wrong of slavery, excuse themselves on tlie 
ground of expediency, from reducing their convictions 
to practice, in the bestoument of tlieir voles. 

We cannot perceive why we are not bound to reason 
in the same manner and to act in accordance witii the 
same considerations in respect to all other moral evils 
within the admitted spliere and province of political ac- 
tion. Admitting that chattel slavery is the greatest 
moral and political evil upheld and sanctioned by the ; 
government, (though the moral and political evils of; 
intemperance are scarcely less,) we cannot feel our- | 
selves, as moral and accountable beinss, at liberty to , 
undei'take the vaensuration and guagiug of the moral \ 
and political evils upheld by the government, with a i 
view of ascertaining which is greatest, and thus deter- 
mining which moral evil we will select as our antago- : 
nist, and which we will enter into a truce with, at 
present, and virtually support, by not making opposi- 
tion to it a test, in the bestowment of our votes. If 
those who wish to oppose, at the ballot-box, the licen- 
sing of the s lie of intoxicating liquors, or the enact- 
ment of certain unjust and wicked laws which oppress 



ergies against t he Giant Fiend, Distilled Spirit. The 
result proved that a truce with the subalterns and pri- 
vates of the army of intemperance, was a truce with 
the Commander-in-Chief of that army himself, and the 
World's history fails to furnish us with any other in- 
stance of better success in tiie attempt to cast out the 
Prince of the Devils by a truce or co-operation with 
his legions. 

LAW OF FREE TRADE AND INALIENABLE 
HOMESTEAD, A IVIORAL LAW. 

It is an easy and cheap mode of argument to assume, 
as IS sometimes done, the main point in debate, or 
rather, to assume a^ true, what is commonly admitted, 
in reality, on both sides, to be false. It is easv to re- 
present, and take for granted, that whereas the slave 
question is a great iMOHAr. question, all the other greit 
questions before the nation, are mere questions of po/i- 
cy, involving no moral principles at all. On the grouaJ 
of this assumption, it is easy to represent those who 
occupy the position we have chosen, as lowering iom 



the poor white man, may not for such objects, without ! or throwing into the shade, a great moral question, for 



moral wrong, and without becoming justly obnoxious 
to the charge of beinv: pro-slavery, hold in abeyance 
their anti-slavery convictions and sympathies, bestow- 
ing their votes on pro-slavery law-makers, for the 
sake of preventing rum licenses and the enactment of 
unjust laws for oppressing poor white men, then we 
cannot see how, without moral wrong, we can hold in 
abeyance our temperance principles, or our convictions 
of the moral wrongfulness of corn laws, cloth laws, and 
other legislative devices for grinding the face of the 



the sake of settling mere questions of finance, of pro£t 
and loss, of pecuniary advantage or disadvantage. The 
questions of free tr.ule, of monopolies, of the public 
lands, S;c., are treated as being of this character. Sut 
there h no solid ground for this representation, II 

■ " ■ iir»I»-ai'aal conlinipnt 



3t: 



that the law of free trade is an original law of nature, 
and consequently, a law of God, founded on the origi- 
nal and inalienable right ot every man to the products 
of his own labor, including the right to dispose of the 



poor, in order to bestow our votes on the opposers of ;i same, wherever he can tind a brother man to become 
chattel enslavement. Nor ilo we see the necessity, or '| the free purchaser. All writers of any note on mora, 
the good policy of so doing. The most trustworthy ;! and poliiical science and on political economy, who 
opponents of chattel enslavement- indeed the only;! have treated of the subject, have assumed this as an 
really trustworthy ones— are those whose opposition is jj axiom. Nofa work of the kind can be found in our 
founded on fixed moral princ: 
pie-hearted benevolence a; 




men who are opposed to chattel 

it is morally wrong and inhuman, who are therefore 
opposed to rum-licenses, and to all other wicked and 
unjust acts of legislation, because they too are morally 
Wrong and inhuman — men who will not stitle, nor com- 
promise, nor hold in abeyance their moral convictions, 

either in the one rase or in the other. To do other- ^ . - i r r- i 

wise would be choosing between the least of two certain departures from this law of nature and of Gou. 
moral evils, consenting to the one^ but opposing the', this law^ of original and "abstract Fiol';^"_®^P^*^'f;i'5 
other, which Ave hold to be morally wrong, whether 1 
we select one or the other of the two moral evils for | 
our antagonist. j 
To co-operate Avith a political part}- that refuses to ; 
array itself against anj' of the wicked and unjust acts of ! 
the government exce])t chattel slavery, would bechoos- i 
ing the least of two moral evils. And we can perceive ! 
nothing more sagacious or more Christian like, in this ■ 
process of choosing the le.ast of two moral evils, than \ 
in the similar process of those whose political action, 
in their own apprehension, might be directed to t ie re- 
moval of all unjust and wicked legislation, except the 
legalizing of slavery. On th^ one hand, it might be 
pleaded that slavery is only os-e evil, and impossible, 

at present to be removed, so' long as other similar and ! ful, for the same reason 



' the intelligent advocates of commercial restrictions 
i! always concede this truth, and admit that free trade is 
•j right in the abstract." Their pleas for international 
' i tariffs are all founded on the supposed pecuniary adran- 
|i tages to the countrv, or to particular portions of its ci- 
'i tizens under existing circumstances, to be derived from 



while other nations persist in ileparting Irom it. la a 
word, the plea for human chattelhood and for restric- 
tions on the right of human beings to the free inter- 
change of their products (an essential feature of sed- 
ownership) rest on the same basis, viz: the utility O' 
impairing man'.<» essential humanity, or crippling its ex- 
ercise; the utility of counteracting the original ana 
i heaven-established laws of man's social existence aau 
i moral freedom, under the present circumstances of the 

i case. ^ 1 D 

i If laws sustaining the claim of human chattelhooil are 
i sinful, because they violate the original law of mans 
nature; then laws restricting the free interchange o- 
; the lawful products of human industry are likewise sm- 



numerous evils are left to support if, while these are 
not too inveterate to be removed in detail, in the first 



Similar remarks might be made- concerning mans 
right to occupy a portion of the earth's surface, anu 



place, thus preparing the wav for the accomplishing of i the consequent unrighteousness of the legislation an 
the more difficult task afterivards. On the other hamljjtae arrangements by Avhich that original and funui- 

i mental law of nature and of nature's God, is contcmiH"- 



it might be pleaded, as imleed it is, that slavery is the 
greatest evil, the promoter, if not the source of all the 
rest; that it is the dictate of wisdom to unite our ener- 
gies against this in the lirst place, and leave the rest to 
be attended to afterwards. It concerns us not to say 
which of these rival methods is marked AviJi the great- 
est degree of falsehood and error 
can we discover the marks of true wisdom. Both me- 



ouslv set aside. To talk of man's inalienable rig. . 
' to self-ownership, without the right to the products oi 
I his own skill and industrv— to talk of his right to tho^e 
1 products without the right to exchange or sell ttiem. 
wherever he can find the best market— to talk O' f 
In neither of tliem ,i right to sklk-own-ership without a right to an '"cn o 
the earth's soil, witiiout a right to be in the worw 
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■.yhoi'c he was born, i.« to talk self-contradiction anil 
aonscnsc; for the riglit of self-ownership inclmlcs or 
implies the ri£?ht of existence, of soil, ami of free in- 
tercourse. Wlioevor siiccceils in proving that the legal 
sanclion of an unlimited land monopoly, and that com- 
mercial restrictions, are morally right, will have done 
more tlian the slaveholders .mil their apologists have 
over yet been able to do, towards proving that chattel 
enslavement is net essentially and inherently wicked. 
lh.at man's claim to the rigllt of self-ownership must 
i)c in a sad predicament, who has neither a right to be 
nor to </i>— to exercise his faculties or to occapy space! 
Tiic principle of illimitable land ownershii>, if admit- 
'a'iI, covers the one predicament — the principle of com- 
mercial restrictions the other. If one white man, or if 
liftVj Or if two hundred, may own all the sell of the 
Avfo States, what becomes of tiie colored man's right 
:o ficeilom in the land of his birth, for which Aboli- 
•ionists have so long contended? And if, m addition to 
:riis-, the government may restrict commercial inter- 
ooiu-seby a tarifli (if it has this ri^ht, it has it, at dis- 
cretion and without bountls,) then it may prohibit, and 
iiot merely cripple, the commercial intercourse of the 
laboring population with the rest of the world, and 
icader labor unavailing for its great ends. The 
mockerv cf a nominal self-ownership is all that then 
-:anils between them and their re-enslavement, in case 
•Jiev had been previously enfranchised. This very po- 
;i'.ibn, according to the most reliable information, is 
alreai'y coming to be recognized as the present lot of 
he lately emancipated slaves in the iJritish West 
Imltes. 

THE BIBLE vs. CLASS LEGISLATION. 

Those who draw nice moral distinctions between 
iifierest m-odcs of oppression— who insist that no moral 
lUesiion is involved in any of the class legislations anil 
luonopolies of modern times, except chattel enslavc- 
mmt, and wl)0 therefore insist on our conlining our 
roliiical action to that one form of oppression alone, 
.'ioclaimmg our neutrality in respect to all others, must 
■md some other code of morals than that found in the 
EiBLK. for the guidance of their conduct, some other 
.irectory for the adjustment of their measures. They 
nuist leave oil citing the requirements and the denuncia- 
■ions of that Saereil Book as freely as they have been 
■ccubtomed to do, as appropriate to the position they 

ccupy. Very little of what is there said against op- 
s'lession, against oppressive governments, of tlie duty of 
peopIe\ind of their rulers to execute judgment and 

eliver the spoiled out of the hands of the oppro -sor, 
'J cry aloud and spare not, to undo the heavy bur- 
dens;— very little of all this languige was originally 
'.uterovl jn 'direct reference to chattel enslavenien', in j 
any modern sense of the term. It was directed against i 
uiiaorcppressions, such as those that w^e are now invited \ 

opnss over without noticing, to be neutral about, nay, | 

0 support, by the bestowment of our votes upon their ; 
.■.polO;2;j.sts and advocates ! When our Saviour uj)b_raided , 
"ae Pharisees with binding heavy burdens, grievous ; 
■0 be borne, laying thera on men's shoulders, and noc , 
•faching thcm'with one of their fingers, he made no ' 
' irect anvl immediate allusion to chattel enslavement. ; 
"I that degree of bjrbarity they could not be charged, 

they lield no slaves, and voted for no slaveholders. : 
^iich climax of impiety they never reached. They 
niy tle/oured the how^cs of the'v/idows, not the iddon's \ 
'^usclces. They reseiiiblod those who, according to 
iome of our modern tcaciiers. oxr.v take away tiieir i 
'•""ithing from (he poor, depriving tiiem of comfortable 
•welter i''rom the cold, ajid who tijercforc, are to be let 
•or.c, in consideration of the fact thnt the "'cloak is of; 
■■->s value than the man,*' and imder the motto of '-'the 
•;i n tirst and the cloak afterwards ! ' Was there, thcre- 
'■re, no moral printiplc involved / Are we indeed to 
'reclaim impunity to the jilundercrs of cloaks, the 
•■balers of slieep, and the mere robbers of the poor, 
>;causc there are men-thieves j'et in the land? Or 
■'lail we not rather claim " the man crwZhis cloak! — tiie 
_fak because of the man that niu--t ^-uiicr without It?"" 
i'le humanity that begins by yiehling up to the robber 
i"':C fioor man's cloak as a price of the robber's co-ope- 
j -'ii)n against the man-stcaler, wlil be likely to en<l in 

1 compromise with (he man-thief himself, (or a Jleecc 
■ iro<)>. The experiment ha"? proved it so in our own 
-iJ. lie only who is faithful in the lkast can be 
^■'■I'tr:! innrtij; while he who, when he sav/ a c?o«'t- 
'lief; consented with him, is in a fair way to become 
■I aecomplice of -TJian-thieves, in the end. 
Ti:e terrible overthrow of Pharaoh and his hosts in 



;1 th'^ Red Sea, was not for the sin of chattel enslavement. 

i The Hebrews were never held as chattels. They were 
{never forbidden to marry or to read. Tiioir families 

Avere never separated by sale, like brute beasts. Yet 
they were grievously oppressed. A land monopoly" 
!■ had perpeiuated the right of the soil in the royal family 
Ij of the reigning dynasty. An onerous tax upon the pro- 
' vince of tioshcn, payable in brick (and for "revenue 
:• P'U'poses " and "internal improvements" doubtless) 
,1 had been imposed and levied, about iiS burthensome, we 
h may suppose, as that similar tax, payable in coffee (the 

I i almost entire product of the island) which the Dutch 
!; Government of India now levies upon the natives of 
liJava— "a mere financial measure," of course! [A 

II "mere., question of dollars and cents!'' as the slave 
: question is with the slaveholders!] To thi;4 was addeil 
1 1 at length, a prohibition (by taritror otiierwise) of the 
j; necessary supplies of straw for the brick-makers! The 
ij whole efVoct of these measures combined, including the 
! I limited and temporary slaughter of the Hebrew male 
i! children, must have been less terrible than the oppres- 
sions of the llritish Government in tarnishing Ireland; 
for, at the termination of their bondage, the Hebrews, 
so far from being in a stu'Ving condition, like the peo- 
ple of Ireland, .or penniless, like the tarifF-scourffed 

; operatives of ^fanchester, Birmingham, and some dis- 
Ij tricts already, even of our own country, were rich in 
i; the possession of flocks and herds ! 
!| But, in the oppression of the Hebrews in Egypt, was 
there "no moral principle involved" because it was 
"a mere measureof political economy and of finance?" 
So ftloses and Aaron, as well as Pharaoh and his states- 
men, might have concluded, had they been privileged 
to listen confidingly, to our modern teachers, Avho could 
have instructed them that the heaven-imposed duty of 
delivering the spoiletbout of the hand of the oppressor 
ij Was all comprised in the "one idea" of securing them 
i I from chattel enslavement! The mystery of Pharaoh's 
Ij hardening his heart, were readily solved, might we 
'i suppose him to hav^e listened to such teachings! The 
terrible overthrow of that great tinancier and political 
economist, with the deluded people who su;H)orted him, 
the Bible records as a striking specimen of the Divine 
displeasure against oppressive governments, and those 
who vohmtarilj' support them in their oppressions. 
The "one idea -' it inculcates in respect to this subject 
is " total absiine nco ■' from all forms of oppression j the 
immediate abolition of ail enactments sustaining them. 

1 1 ALL DUTIES ALIKE OBLIGATORY. 

ii This notion that men have a moral right to select one 
, ' field of moral, religious or benevolent elfort, and on the 

ground of their activity in that department, withdraw 
themselves from open public sympathy and co-operation 
in other fields of moral, religious, benevolent etfort — 
that they may be neutral in I'espcct to the existence of 
I one class of moral evils, because they have concluded 
! it best to expend all their energies against another class 
I of moral evils, is one of the most subtle, delusive ami 
i mischievous of all the ilevices of the Arch Tempter. 
, All men imagine they are discharging some of their 
j duties, ami most men think they are very faithful in the 
; discharge of tiic duties they have selected as the most 
: incumbent upon them, iti theposition theyoccupy. To 
; take care of himself and his family, is the grand idea 
I of ihity with the sordid worldling. When other duties 
; to God and mankind, growing out of other relations, are 
' urged upon his attention, he iiioo much engrossed with 
j his ''one idea,*' to give heed. One man is very earnest 
against prodigality — that ishis "one idea," — do not ask 
! him to beware of pennriousness. Another is absorbed 
with (he "one idea"' of generosity — do not expectthe vir- 
tue of frugality in 7i/ni. He is occupied with fti* beau ideal 
of moral excellence. One man is strongly opposed to 
intemperance, and has he not a right to he neutral in 
respect to the vice of gambling? Highway robbers 
have plumed f.hemsolves"on their almsgiving; and the 
man that bolts his door upon the houseless, thanks God 
th.at he has never defrauded any one. The vei^y worst 
of men have selected something good, in which they 
may glory, and few are so abandoned as not to congratu- 
late themselves that they are not so bad as some others. 
Precisely upon this principle the slaveholder claims the 
praise of hospitality and other kindred virtues, and bids 
defiance to the reprovers of his injustice. 

Very much on the sarno principle do men of high 
professions in morality and religion, excuse their mani- 
fest delinquencies. The Missionary Board i:^ absorbed 
in its "one idea" of sentiing the gospel to the heathen; 
the Bible Society with sujiplying the world v/ith Bibles; 
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— oanh hafl 9ta1to<l oul hia grminO. Dot no% aalj tbem to ) 
coasider what ihe. gospsi w, or liow or by wluim U is | 
to be taugli.— u.>r where thu hfuihu;! an? i<> bo found — 
nor whctiicr a ;iV'os aro to lio furii.siuHl \v\Lh Ih.yii.'.^ or 
uo. I'ho Moril llct*,>nn 8v>.: e,y 18 ocoupL'.l wiUi tha 
Si'.venllJ conj.iianuiuuni; ilo ni). si.a;i iisi aUoniio.i lo iiic 
eighth— iiur pouiL 113 lucuurcia an l wfiicr^ U> Uic p,re\'- 
naiioiui bruUiei of shtvcry. ftfUii;i;H turn aaiiic tr,>ui 
itSfjroit uni! iite.i'' of uioral pu.-i >% to luq i ru {u>vv 
it ia vi 'Ki'oJ. Tne nun who uevo.cs !u3 tima to tist*. 
TcmpeiMnoc Soeioty, in like nuniiur, ir3i;i<;'iut'.i il wiH 
not <ti.> f,»r him to c;spoa«G iii«caustj f the hds iiVL'd, insi: 
lie should forfait h.s inlluenci* m (he tcnijunvuica o^iusc. 
The Minisuy muat know U ituiiig luu Uiinsi, ami liiiii 
ciiicitied,'-' ilo not inquiro of tijorn what waa ChristH 
Dii^ion iiij the earth, nor how he fulfilleii it— how he 
treated Oi>prcssora, i-r how ho was iri^aUid by uU'in. 
The Ciiiircli must jn-aru );e rf lajiun, aiui canuDC htup to 
Ucfine what \n\VQ and undi-Qleu fclig o \ is. AIS this 
comt?sof.in inrj-iinary ilevoie lneis l>i some great ••'one 
ii'ica,'" witliout undiir.sta:idin;^ distinctly urd fully wh it 
that id -a is— how mucli it iiiciudes, au i wiih wiuit it ia 
in.lis.3i)lu:)iy a lied. Political ^ciiviiy f dlows m tiie 
same ir ck, an 1 builds, uuccasir.jjly, laid every v/jicre, 
its forever unbuilt edifice, by layinp; its "atonaa of 
enipi nes3 " and a reieiiin^ ow. up vn it the line of con- 
fuaion." Onu paisy i:as its "one id -a " of this measure 
— another of thai — but nona of tr.cai embrac n ? the 
•*O ie idi-a'/ofa just govcrnmeDt. O.ic tius i;s one 
idea of wliitc nisa s libsriy, another its one idea of j 
colored men 3 Gnfr,i:icinseuieat — aome are for remaviii.s; j 
one evil iiudanotherano.her. but none are for removctjj 
all, and, consiiqucnily, ail coatmao 10 receive tlic suj)- 
port of the m tjority, and none are removed! 

INEFFICIENCY 0¥ VOUINT.VRY. OR ''ONE 
IDKA." SOOflMEa. 

It may be a Imilie.l that volunianj s>ctc'i>-s seleeting 
one dis.inct objeot, have been produjUYt; of s;)me bene- 
fits. We do not allege that it is morally wr,>iiij to or- 
Ifanize sucls s >eietics, for the man that co-oj)er;aes with 
one of them for ihe promotion of one good o'lject, mny 
at the same I me, co-operate with an o her of thorn for 
another, an.l thus iliseharge in one, the obli-ifations not 
discharged 'n the o her. In supporting one of these so- 
cieties, while itsali-iirsare properly conducted, we do 
not neceS3;iril, neg^lect, much less ojijiose, isny oihnr I 
good object. The case diirers wuc t, m attomp in^ the | 
promoli <n of one '^ojA objcat, a soc'.eiy loses siiynt of; 
those mn-A\ aSTmities that bind togetht^r all g;)od enter- 
prises, an.l violalesone class of obligations for the sake j 
of diai-hargtng ani>ther. 'f bus a society that r.anutioas • 
caste, in Older tocirculalo Bibles, or that Ic n ;3 its -anc- j 
tion to slavery, in order to extend missions — or thatj 
thinks 10 convert the world Without o(ip;)5;ng all the j 
world s vices — or that, in attempting to oppose Jicen- j 
tiousness, is careful to take no notice of its s rongost ' 
and de>*peslanil mos: wide-spread en renchra nts, — such j 
societies, very evidsi tly, while thus con.hic ed, not | 
only become ihc opponenis o! other good objects, but ! 
fail of fivleli y to their ovt i special irust-'. An aboli- 
tionist that should content himself v/itii tiiat one depart- ■ 
Haent of benevoh-nt or reform dory cflTort — an An'i-Sla- \ 
very Society that shou'd vio ate one class of moral obli- | 
gallons, ■n.ii'.'.er to d,sjhari>e another eiass—thiit should j 
lead its members into a truce wi.h other vice?, an 1 es- j 
pecially v.'ith other forms of oppression, as a moans of; 
abolishing chattel slaveiy, would bee >me equally re- 1 
prehensiblc, an.l undeservin;^ of tlie public confi.icnee. i 

We call attention to these plain considerations, in or- i 
der to meet an objection against the course we propose, ; 
founded on the supposed teachings of ♦•xpcru nee in thei 
use of our modern voluntary ass iciat ons. We :.re ad- \ 
monished to take them as oar models, a-id nre pariicu- '; 
larly referred to the suppose 1 secret of their eilicieficy, i 
in the strictness with which they have confined, tlicm- j 
sclvea exclus vely to one definite aiul dis'-snct object; j 
an.l bi'ca-is.' the Temperance Socicies iiavc done good } 
by crmlining their utiention to tine t'.istinct th-.n-i-, vv.- 1 
are told that a political party, to be cnicient, must pur- | 
sue a similar couise. i 
To tlrs arcumcn' we answer, in liie firs', pliir*,-, that ! 
the exper'.m-^n' of these volu itjiry as^O M ilions falls far 1 
s'Mrt of j'i>itiryiiig the eonclnsion that thr-y have alw.iys ' 
ben 1 c ti.dnc'e I in the host mmnei-, and tha' their su':- { 
ccSi womI.I not liave been L're.it'-r, hat! ihoy taken m ne | 
conip'. c: CM-sivi* views of the cv iU they n iib'i'ook to re- 1 
move. The Tcinp.M-anCc entorjirise, as a'.r<';idy no icn 1, 
lra< 3 ilfered sc ercly fioni tlie ait'-mp' lo limit atten:i m 
and eJirt wi hin liirrower Ijouids tiran the Cisu de- 
min.lcU. The Missionary Society, 103» in tUo same 



manner, baa made still vt'orsft shipwreck, by too limHed 
anvl leciinical a delinition of it,s object. Scirccly a vol. 
nniary associalioa can be mention'tsd, that has nut fallen 
i rovtre <«> Ica.-i inio iha simo error, the present eflect of 
whicli .3 aui'lkienlly visible in tiieir mutual rivalries 
a.'Jd recrimir:;v,;ion«, and siill more, iti their all coming 
to a dead Bland. The most exporiencod ynd observiiig 
men eoniioetcii with those enterprise^:, to a great cxicat, 
are coming 10 lotdc upon them as having [lassed their 
meridian, at least in ilieir present shape, and partly ba- 
caiKiB each one of them nnds iia wheels blocked by ol>- 
staoli'8 which the original plan of the Society do us not 
permit it to touch or to remove, and any thing likocs- 
operation or tnutunl assistance, is, of course, out of the 
quesiion, f.u- Hi- same j-eas^n. The Ilible Society can- 
not assist the Abo.iiti (>:!i.s;s in giving lliulcs to the 
slaves, becausd the liibie yociety cannot go beyond itg 
"one 'dea,'-' as it would ilo, ahould it commit iis&ifon 
the slave question. The Moral Heform Society, for iho 
same reason, niu-it m ke iitilo or noailvjsion to the sys- 
torn of sou, hern proslilulion. Tne Tcmpe.-ance Society 
can have nothing to s.iy of tlie theafrcs, gambling hou- 
scs. and brothels, iind iicentioun fashionable lUerature, 
that lead so many thousands to intemperance. And the 
/i.n!i-S!avery JSnciety can say nothing of any of the nu- 
merous s-ys'enn of desponsni and oppression by which 
th.! slave s> stem is .-upj>orled, and wiiich it wieUisal 
pleasure, heciiuse each one of tliese falls &hort of "chat- 
tel " enslavement, and is not embraeed in its "one 
idea.-' And not a few of f^ csc obs'acles in She way of 
all our benevolent and reformatory .".ocielii s have a> 
particular society devo:ed to tlieir eradication. We 
have no iinli-gambllnir soeiotiCi, nor free trade socie- 
tiC,?, and it would be a hopeless task to attempt orga.il- 
xing diadnet .sociotie.* for the remaval of all such evils, 
i he Churches, evidenUy, for the mosi. nart, take littlo 
co-nizance of any of them, and the car of leformation 
s'ands v?aiiing for some unknown powei- lo remove tha 
Slumbling-'.docks out of the w;iy. 

The boasted potency of the "'one idea," atscommoai] 
under.?:ood atiil appliei'., h iS evidently no adaotation 10 
si!pi>ly t!ie r. medy most needed now. The aifficullies 
to bo removed h;>ve arisen from lOo rigid an adherencs 
to that policy, and whatever mav h: ve been its ben fiis 
in ihe lirst it.stance, it is too late in the day, now, after 
its working.5 have been testrd. to oHer it as the uni- 
versal panacea tor all social evils. For a cerfain tinit* 
and (o a cer ain extent, the experiment mi-y have been 
a shrewd one. I?ut as it has its 1 mits, so aiso it hasili 
date. It may be well, dot-btless it is, at the first oaKt 
upon anj^ grave abus^ or monstrous system of wickeii- 
ness, to isolate il fro.m every thing else, and makcit 
stand out to view, till all its characteristic features anS 
f ill proportions are seennnd understood, as well usthsi 
mode of exhibition can show them. IJut before any 
such abu?e or system can be fully seen as it is, and es- 
pecial ly before its props and supports can be detected 
and taken away, it must be considered in its connections 
and its aranitics — it must be traced to its strong holds of 
cntvenchmetit; Ihcs?, too, must be assaulted, and 
S'lppiies seize i upon and cut olF, before It can be finally 
overcome. "Practical men" (as our opponents con- 
sider themselves) ought to unticrs'and this. We may 
venture to predict that before alcoholic intemperance 
can be overcome, some Pttention must be paid toils 
connection with o'her forms and other agents of in- 
temperance; that bitoro chattel enslavement can be 
successfully terminated, other forms of oj>pressioa tiiat 
cluster around and support it, must be taken into the 
accnu-it, and included in the 6iTort. 

Thus much, in respect to the "workings of the rolan- 
tary associations, for benevolent moral and religions 
imfpos-c.^, we may vcn-ure to say, since their example, 
wiihou! qualifica ion, and in respect to their most ques- 
tionable charactertstics, is held up to us as the unerring 
s andard. from which it were presaraptuous in us, for a 
single inch, to diverge. 

Rut we h:u e a still further answer (o the argument 
thus iirgt'd up m us. Had the example of the volun'ary 
j associations l>een never so faultlcsi? — had their succesJ 
been never so sitisf.ictory — had their interpretation 
and i!se'>f the "one idea" policy betrayed them into 
none of the incons stencies, ilelinqtiencics and disasters 
W;ii(di now, in miny inVances, mar th''ir history, anil 
eripple their energie", and di.saTace their cliaracter. wo 
h .vr; to subm't liiat in stepping into the arena of pilif*' 
cnl life, and thus atiempling the d'scharp;e of the duties 
prowincT on', of our relations to civil governmcnf, 
pass altogether beyond the nrccints of the ners volun- 
tary a»30ciation, anil itsmaxiras^ though never 90 fault* 
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iC89 within their legrltimata fk4il of applic&tton, nre 
llacomiielent here, »o guide ua. Tho "or.e itlea" of the 
leventh ccmmaudment m;iy aiisxver for tho Moral Re- 
form Socidy, b\K it does not follow that nO' hin};: eiec is 
ft<iul&itt* for the basis of a Christian Church. iSo liie '<one 
hlca"of aboiiahing- chaitcl slavery may suffice for the An 
Ji-SIavcry Society, but vvcinust beg to be excused from 
admiltiug tho inferenqe that iho funciion^ of civil 
govcrninonl are {>xeiCised> and all ifs obligations dis- 
tfharcei!, by the simple iibolhicn of clialiel slavery;. 
with<;iU ihc redress of :iny of iis oiherabuses, the repeal 
of aay o:lier of iis own un jiisi ac;s, the repression ol i.ny 
other spccit'S of crime, fjeciuise i;8 penal code should 
proliibitand punish man-Btcalinjr, it does not folloiv that 
ji should proliibit and punlali nothing else. And just as 
broad and comprehensive as are the functions and 
duties of civil ^uvernmenU just St) broad and compre- 
hensive arc tho duties of free citizens and voters in 
their participation in the acts of the government. And 
Jusi so tiroad and comprel cnsivc, likewise, are the du- 
ties of any political association of voters aiul citizens 
anitinff i0[;ethcr in the nomination and support of all 
tijo ofiiceis by whom the governrucut is to be admin- 
ijtered. 

Civil government is rot a mere voluntary association 
of individuals, at liber;y t^ {i::er into the onsi'Scment 
or riot at their pleasure, and g.vinjj it a \\ ider or a nar- 
mwcr scope at their op:ion. And of course, political 
associations as above described, commonly calloil polit- 
ical parties, arc t;Ot mere voUuifary associa ions, at 
liberty (o embrace within their objects, as much or as 
little as they think proper. 

DIVINE AUTHOIUTY OF CIVIL GOVERNMPJNT. 

Civil government has its foundation in the nature, 
the charac and the necessities of man. Its dcfiniiicn 
and its lim.,^ ^re fixed in the nature of the case, and 
men ca' not alter them. Hence civil government has 
its fundamen:al and fixed principle?, the knowledge of 
which is r. cognized as a. science, just os the knowledge 
of Ihc iJist princii'lcs of chcm"s:ry anil of astronomy are 
icicnces. M;.n may learn and ajiply these prmc pies, 
but he cannot aller, enlarge, or abridge ihcm, (by 
"voluntary associations" or otherwise,) and it is at the 
peril of all that is precious, beneficial or sacred, in 
civil government, that any body of men permit ihcm- 
ielvcs to tamper with the laws of political<feeience, 
which are God's laws, by any unauthorized and capri- 
cious experiments pf the kind. 

♦ In foiraing the Liberty part}'," it is said, «wc 
only organized for the sole and simple purpose of 
abolishing chattel slavery. AVe never pledged oar- 
iclves to the work of general political reform."' The 
tiatemcnt happens to stand contradicted, most explicit- 
ly, by all the early documents and doings of the Liherty 
party. But supposing it lo have been otherwise: what 
then? In that case the Liberty party did not curres- 
pond. in its siructure, with the foundation principles of 
civil government; find iis organization, however in- 
tended, was a virtual conspiracy against the immutable 
laws of political science, as impious as it was futile, 
and its prompt abandonment becomes as plain a duty as 
in the case of any other course of wrong-doing. The 
case is not altered, if the Liberiy party, originally or- 
ganized fas we claim it to have been) for carrying out, 
impartially, all the proper objects of civil government, 
has abantlonetl that platform for a narrower one, and 
■will not return to its first position, and redeem tho 
pledges it then gave. 

Is It too strong language to siy that there is impiety 
in ihc effort to obtain the administration of civil gov- 
ernment, that we may v/ieldit solely lor the promotion 
of one single interest, the redress ofonly one particular 
wrong, the removal of only om form of oppression? 
Whose institution 13 civil government? By whose au- 
thority does it exist, and by whom are its pov/ers or- 
daine.l? What is the design of that authority, and 
what the scope of those powers? 

*«lie that rulcth over men must be jutt, ruling in 
(fte fcir of God.'' — 'f Judges am! ofTicprsshalt •hotimake 
thee in r.li thy gates, which ;he Lord thy (lod giveth 
thcp, throughout thy tribes, anil t.hfy shaJl judge tl:e 
people with ju-t jutljrmrnt." " Esecute judgment I c- 
iwcen a man and liis neighbor.'* — " Delufr tl:e spoilcil 
out tf thp ha lis of the oppressor.'' — " Execute jiidg- 
nicnt in the morning," i, e., timely, eariy, wiihout de- 
lay.— "Ye shall d(» no unriirhtoousness in ju igment; 
thoii Shalt not rci-pect ihc person of the poor, nor linn- 
op the person of the migb'y. but in righteousness shall 
flJOu judge thy neighbor." — " Take heed and do it, for 



there is no Iniquity with tho- Lonl our Goil, nor re«" 
pcci of pel sons. n< r taking of gifts.'* 
■^'Ihus reads the charter— Gen's constitution ot civil 
governraen —His definition <»r ti:c platform and objects 
uf a political party. «' How read«st Ihcu?^' Does it 
look like a permission to do jU3;it'e to some and vviih- 
!,o:d justice from others? To single out eitl.er the 
rich or the poor, or " the poorest of the poor"— "the 
great interest ot tho coun.ry" or its minor intercfita* 
either for protection, or for iie?!ect, or for compioniists? 
Does U look like doing justice to One class of the peo- 
ple first, *' in the morning," and leaving it for future 
dffiision wh. th(?r justice shall be done at all to the 
others, afterwards? Like providing just judges for 
some sections of the countiy, and leaViUg other sec- 
tions to get along as they can? 

MORALITY OF «'t)NE IDEAISM.»> 

It is rppalling to witness the inroads made upon tho 
consciences and moral sensibilities of men, by the ope- 
ration of the *' one idea" theory, as it is commonly un- 
ders ood and applied. *' As a Missionary Board," it 
seems, we can take no cognizance of God s commiind- 
nien;s, out of th.c area ihat we have s'aked out for <itir- 
selves and occupied ! — " Aa Temperance men," we can 
look no farther than "our pleugc," wha;ever it maj 
be, in avoiding and opposing intempcraiiL-e !— To our 
Anti-^lavery platform," we must welcome every 
body that cries Out lustily against chattel slavery, word- 
wis(!, tlio', at the very next opportunfy, the Orator 
may cost his vote for a slaveholder, or for a slavehold- 
er's advocate, anil may lend his aid to any other f^ystem 
of oppression, without foifeit ng his reputation for a 
" great moral reformer." — As "Liberty party men»'» 
we have no right to inquire furiher concerning a pro- 
posed candidate ior' civil office than whether he can 
pronounce the shibboleth of immediate emancipa- 
tion.'- — Whatever moral duty or divine precept is 
urged upon j>ur attention, we have only to ensconce 
ourselves within the niihow limits of our "one idea,** 
whatever it may be— we have only to say that the dis- 
tinctive object of our favorite society or organization, 
or political parly, did not include tliat par-icul»r duly 
or precept, and we make a mi rit of casting it to the 
winds! Just as though we expected to be judged,.at 
tho lust filial award, as members of a Missionary Board, 
or of a Temperance Society, or of an Anti-Siavcry ao- 
cieiy, or of a Liberty party, and not rather AS MEN, 
wiih all the relations, responsibilities and duties of 
MEN, atiaching to us, not \n virtue of Our ovvn com- 
pacts, and pledges, and organizations, and platforms, 
all of our own devising, but in consequence of our 
moral natures, and of thci relations which, so long as 
we remain mi?n, we are obliged, whether we desire it 
or not, to sustain! 

If it be said that the duties inappropriate to One, or 
another, or to each and to all ot these associations, 
m.-y neverthe'ess be discharged by us, as individuals, 
in addition to the duties we discharge in our several as- 
sociations; we answer, that this remark cannot be truo 
in respect to the political party we support, if that par- 
ty proposes d.ny th^ng short of the discharge of ail our 
political^bligations. W' e might indeed discharge many 
(though not all) of our duties concerning intempcranca 
in our co-cperaiion with a Temperance Society, provi- 
ded i'S basis were sufficiently broad for the pcipose. 
We might then, perhaps, step into the Anti-slavery so- 
ciety and do up a part, though not the whole. Of our 
anti-slave;y work, there. But we cannot co-operate 
with an anti-slaveiy p.iliiical parly confined to the one 
o'-ject of abolishing c' attel slavery, and reserve to our- 
selves the pOf^sibili'y of discharging, in any other man- 
I ner, the rest of our important and heaven-imposed po- 
litical duties. We have only one vole to bestow, and 
can belong to only one political party. Having de- 
posited our vo:e for the anti-slavery candidate, thei'O 
is not, and cannot he, another political party into 
which we may step and deposiie our vote for the tem- 
perance candid .te; and ai other into which we may 
enter rinii vote against the iniquities and oppressions of 
a o.jmbincd n'vcnne and protective tarif}', and so on. 
And even if wo could, we mijibt only be voting for a 
tnnft'in the one par;y,.and agamst it in the other; for 
slavery in the one party and against it in the other; for 
tcmi>einncc in the one party an ! intemperaiice ia the 
othor; thus diviiling ourselves ag;iii:8t our-elvcs, and 
nullifying our oivn vo rs. \A hi-n we vote for a man to 
j hold a civil office, we have to \cte f/»r the whole man, 
I ao far :it least 98 his geurral cl araeter and pub' io acts 
' are coneemcd. In Tutiug for a pro-siavery man we 
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cast a pro- slavery vote, though our object in voting 
may be something else; and in voting for a tariff man, 
we vote for a tariff, though our object be something 
else. If slavery anil if tariffs arc morally wrong, we 
can do neither of these things without committmg an 
immoral act. That portion of the Liberty party in the 
State of Mew-Vork, who insist that the Liberty party 
is not, and must not become, a party for other purposes 
than the simple abolition of chattel slavery, have been 
compelled, by their own sense of their political res- 
ponsibilities, on other subjects, to step occasionally out 
of the Liberty partv and vote for the pro-slavery can- 
didates of the pro-'slavery parties, in reference to those 
other objects. Tlius in attempting to discharge one 
political obligation, they have violated another. With 
all their devotion to the one idea" of abolishing chat- i 
tel slavery, and in the very moment of repudiating the i 
solicitude of Abolitionists for « other and minor ob- ; 
jects,-"' they have actually been driven into the position ; 
of casting pro-slavery votes, for the accomplishment of! 
those other and minor objects." So that fidelity to j 
the cause of the slave is found to reouire an anti-slave- 1 
ry political party that will provide for the discharge of 
dl our political obligations. 

A POLITICAL PARTY-ITS OBLIHATIONS. 
Let not our position be misunderstood— or mis-utated, \ 
as it has been. We ilo not say that our political parly \ 
must provide for, or furnish an arena, for the discharge ! 
of all our moral duties. \Vc only say that it must coyer , 
the ground pf all of them that are appropriately politi- 
cal. This is only saying that all our political duties ! 
must be discharged.— We do not look to a political, 
party, nor to political action, nor to civil government, i 
to remove all moral and social evils. Far from it. 
We only look to them to do their proper work, along 
with other appropriate moral iufluencos, for securing , 
to all men, their original and essential rights. The ■ 
lield, tho' not without wcU-defincd Umits, is too broad j 
for any one single })olitical measure— any one legisla- : 
tive enactment. The most strenuous advocate for the ; 
narrow construction of our "one idea" would hardly i 
venture to affirm, in so many words, that all the moral , 
obligations resting' upon our government could bp. dis- | 
charged anil fuifillcd by the simple enactment of a j 
statute abolishing chattel slavery.— But if the moral i 
responsibilities of the government extend further than . 
that limit, how can it be made to appear that the moral j 
responsibilities of those Avho vote and who nonvnate 
the officers of the government do not extent farther? I 
Will it be said (it has been said) that a political par- 1 
ly and an administration abolishing chattel slavery may | 
be trusted, without further inquiry, to execute justice , 
in all other respects? As well micrht it be affinnQd ; 
that a man guiltless of burglary might therefore be ; 
safely entrusted with the reins of the government — ; 
that because a man had never robbed on the highway, , 
he Avas therefore upright enough, for a judge, (hat who- 
ever assists in rescuing a child from the flames, or a 
drowning man from the river, is entitled to implicit 
confidence as an arbiter between man and man! Let 
••■ practical meu'- inquire after the facts. The British i 
tvGvernment that abolished chattel slavery in the West ; 
Indies is starving the people of frclanil, is crushing the 
operatives of Birmingham, is enforcing upon dissenters ; 
in England the payment of church tiihos, is excluding [ 
large masses of the people from the right of snflrage, ; 
i? building up a bloated aristocracy, is grimling the 
faces of the poor, is consenting to the oppression, by i 
tariffs, of the lately emancipated West India negroes, : 
is lending its aid to the importation of East India cool- \ 
ic3 to compete with them, and reduce still lower their 
wages, entailing hopeless destitution upon both negroes i 
and coolies, thus reviving, though without cliattelhood, ' 
the closest po.-sible resemblance to the slave traile ! 

If the opponents of chattel slavery in America arc • 
more comprehensive in tlieir ^ iev.s of human rights,; 
let it be shown by their promptly coming up to the po- ! 
sition to which we invite them I If they are opposed j 
to all other ojipression as Avcll as tho oppression of hu- , 
man chattclhood, and if they are ready to act against '; 
both the one and tho other, "let them say so, and show 
their sineeritv hy their deeds. But if they refuse to do ; 
this when invite'd to ilo it— if they persist in claiming | 
the prtvilegm'f i)estowing their votes for (he known \ 
supporters of the tarills, monoiiolies, and class legisia- ; 
lion?, that arc grinding the faces of tho poor in our . 
midst, fur the einoliunent of the rich, let tlicm cease ' 
urging tho claiw th.it (he simple fact of opposition to ; 
chattel enslavement is proof positive that they may be j 



safely entrusted with the protection of human rights. 
The merit of mere opposition to chattel slavery is be- 
coming cheaper than it has been, ami will be niuch 
cheaper still. The time hastens when, (by the elera- 
tion of a higher moral standard in politics than had be- 
fore been attempted,) politicians of all parties, the most 
sordid and sellish, will be forced lo come up, at least, 
as high as the level furnished by the AntJ-Slavery So- 
cieties. This they will be glad to do, as a cover to 
their delinquencies in other respects. But the cover- 
ing will become too narrow to hide them, and then, the 
mere merit of being anti-slavery, will avail a political 
party about as much as would, at the present time, the 
boast of legislation against sheep-stealing, or the glory 
of selecting candidates unsuspected of robbing hen- 
roosts. Those who rightly estimate and properly feel 
the inexpressible meanness and moral turpitude of baby- 
stealing, should be the last to claim for themselves and 
associates, any high degrees of humanity, moral discern- 
ment, regard to human rights, or competency to the task 
of defining and protecting them, on the mere ground of 
their readiness to treat babj stealing as a penal offence 
— tlieir capacity to distinguish a man from a beast! High 
time were it for American citizens and their political 
partlas to set up a higher standard of political trustvvor- 
thiness than that which the oppressive British* Govern- 
ment may claim. 

When calletl upon to define the "one idea" lo which 
we would render homage, we say that the great, all- 
comprehensive idea, with us, is the idea of pursuing, 
stedfastly and undeviatingly, wherever they are re- 
vealed to us, the TRUE and the RIGHT. In the de- 
partment of Civil Government and of political respon- 
sibility, it takes the form of "thk protection of hu- 
man HicuTS." This one idea we would honor by the 
prompt, impartial, and uniform application of it, to all 
classes of men, snd the redress of all the wrongs of 
".^•liich Civil Government may take cognizance. With 
MOR A.L I'HiNcii'i.E for our foundation and our polar star, 
we hope to shape our measures in accordance Avith 
them,, desiring no other policy than adherence to the 
riiiht. 



PARTIAL REFORMS, RAD POLICY-CASE OF 
BRITISH ABOLITIONISTS. 

Having thus explained and vindicated our moral posi- 
tion, ancUUscIaimed any other policy than morality, we 
might venture to pause. Nevertheless, there are ob- 
jections to our course, predicated on the current notions 
of policy, which we shall be expectted to notice. 

It is objected that only a few will be found ready to 
uni'e on so many objects, whereas, by selecting one, 
and that the most prominent, we may secure numbers, 
sufficient to accomplish, the object. Then, if we please, 
we may select snother, and so on. In confirmation of 
this policy, we are cited not onl^ to the course of Bri- 
tish abolitionists, but of the anti-corn-law league, free 
suffrage movemmt, anti-s ate church agitation, &c. &c. 
The leaders of all these movements, it is said, were, to 
a great extent, tiie same persons, but they had the saga- 
city to take one thing at a time, and not load one object 
W'ith the unpopularity (with many persons) of the 
other. 

To this we miglit interpose, as indeed we must do, 
our settled conviction of the immorality of postpone- 
ment, in cases of this kind, where moral principle is in- 
volved, where postponement implies a^ent to contin- 
ued wrong-doing, and, (through our voles) the active 
support of it, involving a confederacy with one moral 
wrong as an expedient for uprooting another. Admit- 
ting an overruling I'rovidence, and the necessary opera- 
lion of moral causes and effects, the policy of such a 
course becomes too shallow for a moment's scrutiny. 
Unless by a cunning combination of wrongs we can 
transmute them into right, or got ou<, of them, (in de- 
spite of the laws of nature and the intentions of nature's 
(nul) the beneticial cffcct.<> of the right, all such expedi- 
ents must fail us, substantially, and in the long run. Ap- 
parent, temporary and partial bcnelits are all that we 
can reasonably expcc(, if tliere be any thing deserving 
tiie names of "moral and political science. An alchy- 
mist of tho middle ages mightblunder upon a favorable 
experiment. But as^there was noscience to guide him, 
so there could be no skill in iiis process, and no sagaci- 
ty in his success. 

' But lotus examine the results of the sajf^acity so con- 
fidentlv propoundeil to us. Whicli of the desired ob- 
jects ha\ e been accomplished? Is free sullr.i.geseci'red? 
No, After an expensive agitation, without perccptihlc 
progress^ the r itcrprise seems cither abandoned, off 
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for the present, suspended, to be resumed, if ever, un- 
der the disadvantage of the precedent of the recent fail- 
ure am relinquishment. Is the Union of Church and 
i"'Uitc overthrown? No. That is the present topic of 
•imitation. The discuHsion is apparently doing some 
i-ood. Whether the present mode of operation will 
conic to any thing more than to convince those con- 
cerned in it of the necessity of a better one, remains to 
be seen. Recent action in Parliameni sliows that the 
aiiniinistration do not fear it. They expect it(o follow, 
ihe fate of the free suffrage movement, and their jour- 
nalists amuse themselves with speculations as to what 
temporary agitation will come up next. The leaders 
ui the anti-state church movement are evidently look- 
in" for no very speedy success. But the corn -laws are 
repealed. Ves! The potato rot, and Irish starvation 
dill that, with little if any assistance frfJm the "league." 
Cut neither the one nor the other has restored the 
riirht of free trade. Slavery, (that is, chattelhood,) is 
abolished in the Colonies. Yes. Let the Abolitionists 
nave due credit for that. The Government deserve 
little, of course. But let us take a nearer view, and 
?cc whether British abolitionists would not have been 
iwre sagacious, if they had looked further than they did. 
Thcv stipulated only for the abolition of chattelhood. 
Further than that they asked nothing. The cmancipa- 
;eil peasantry were thrown upon the mercy of the Colo- 
nial Legislatures, with no Parliamentary restrictions 
upon their ctos legislations. And now for the result. 
The compromise by which the planters received an un- 
righteous compensation of20 millions of pounds sterlin,.., 
•■vriing from the oppressed poor of England, tended to 
-ear the chafed consciences of the recipients, and ren- 
der them more indcpendentof their freed laborers. By 
their land monopoly they hold the rod of terror over 
theni, ejecting them at pleasure. By their high tariff | 
nn the provisions, implements, lumber for building, ' 
kc., wliich the laborei's chiefly need, they throw upon 
■ hem nearly all the enormous expenses of the govern- 
lupat, and determine whether they shall have houses to 
Vivft in or no — or food to keep them from starving, ta- 
.Wng care to hold them at the lowest livin.;;' point. In 
mlcr to reduce, by competition, their wages, they im- 
port coolies from the East [ndies, who live upon almost \ 
nothing and go naked, subjecting these new comers to j 
'iisabilities almost equivalent to chattelhood. Then 
come " vagrant laws " to prevent the coolies and the I 
neirrocs, lanilless as they mostly are, from changing ! 
itieir locations. And at length, the actual aid of the; 
British Government is procured, to assist the planters : 
in the importation of more coolies ! The result is, that , 
the emancipated negroes, rising so rapidly at first to the 
'!i?nity of men, are again deeply depresssed, and a little 
Kore '-'tariff protection," at the good pleasure of the • 
planters, cither drives them from the Islands, if they; 
can jret away, or shuts them ijp to a starvation, at no • 
I'.istant day, and inevitable upon the slightest failure of; 
crops, equal to that of tlie poor Irish. Already the' 
• failure of the West India experimont of negro free-j 
'lorn" is chronicled upon the basis of statistics too ap- ! 
1 a'iliug to be trilled with : — the sentiment gains curren- j 
cy— ami their ouvi petition for re-enslaverhent, in pro- i 
:tclion f:'om starvation, becomes matter of confident' 
prodi(;f ion. Such is the picture presented to us. It may ' 
fje overdrawn. Heaven grant" it may be so. But it 
"{iwos to us through the c^lumn3 of tlie British and'l 
Foreign Anti-Slavery Reporter, with evident tokens of J 
Bilitorial alarm! Whatever the British and Foreign j 
Anti-Slavery Society may have once thought of !'he!i 
'•one idea "' of security from chattel slavery, it evident- i| 
'y has no place, practically, in their cree«i, now. For; 
- Ion-- time past, the spectacle, in th',n', has been wit- 
■;-csscd, of an Anti -Slavery Society devoting its attention, ! 
|;s funds, its publications, its memorials io the cabinet, j 
ts petitions to tlie Queen and fo Parliament, almost i 
exclusively, to o.'A'cr topics than those connected with ; 
'^battel slavery. J.antl monopolic?, vagrant acts, knv ! 
prices of free labor, excessive and fraudulent importa- 
'lons of mor" laborers, and above all, iniquitous and' 
murilerous TARIFFS, tiicse, with British abolitionists, • 
^.re the topics of agitation, to-day, and the question h' 
lelt to be nothing less than whether or no, much, if; 
■'.nythinj, was gained by an act of emancipation that ; 
'|ul not provide against land monopolies and tavi.'fs. , 
I hose arc the facts. Lot those oxamino and pontler them ! 
who will:— and liaving done so, let them shrink back' 
'■rain itdo (heir nut-shell contractions of the "one idea,--' j 
it itatlords room for thoir accomodation, and if they i| 
"/iti. Others may laud tlic immacculato wisdom of Bri- 
abolitlorilslsj and follow in the steps they have teen 



compelled, with so much trepidation, to retrace. With- 
out reproaching them for not seeing what, to thom was 
yet unrevcalcd, we shall take care not to commit the 
same error over again, in the light of their dear-bought 
experience. To pay Jt;20,000,0(X) sterling, beside the 
costs of the public agitation, to buy off the planters 
from mere chattel enslavement, and yet leave them at 
liberty to accornjilish very nearly all the ends of chattel- 
hood, by land monopolies and tariffs, was rather a hard 
bargain for honest .Tohn Bull. Brother Jonathan, it is 
to be hoped, will learn better than to be caught in a 
similar trap. " Abstractionists," as ir« are thought to 
be, we shall try to be belter '* practical business men " 
than to transact our business at such loose ends. If any- 
one still asks of us Avheiher it would not be better tt) 
abolish chattel slavery first, and leave tariffs and land 
monopolies to be settled afterwards, we refer them to 
the "sober second thought" of our British brethren, 
Avhose sa-jjacity is commended to us, for their delibera- 
tive answer. Bought wit may be peculiarly valuable, 
but when already bought, at a vast price, before our 
own eyes, and offered to us for nothing, it seems a pity 
to spurn it, for the sake of buying it over again. It is 
hard teaching mankind true wisdom, even by man's 
experience, and if our English friends i*eally tliinkthey 
were sagacious, (or if any of the lookers-on imagine 
so,) in doing their work up m such a manner as to have 
it to do over again, we <-m only say, there is no dispu- 
ting with men's prejudii.es, any more than with their 
tastes. We shall venture to dissent. And, with all our 
supposed forgetfnlness Oi ihe colored man, or under es- 
timate of the slave question, in our attention to "o^/Mir 
matters," w« hope to settle that question on a better 
basis, and provide for the colored man of this country 
a nobler freedom than the exchange of chattel slavery 
for the least eligible form of serfdom, which, instead 
of giving to the laborer, (as the feudal system did,) a 
sor^ of subordinate yet inalienable interest in the land, 
dis-severa him not only from the land, but from the 
me..ns oi possesstag; land, that wrtsts even his slave-hut 
from him, and forbids, by means of tariffs, his construct- 
ing a hut of his own, that writes him landless and redu- 
ces liis wages fo the lowest point above absohite star- 
vation, and then fetters him vviih •'•vagrant acts,'* thus 
tempting him to sell back again, as a mockery, his birth- 
right of nominal freedom for the mess of pottage that 
might save his life! Our "one idea" runs somewhat 
heyoacl the glorification of ourselves as philanthropists 
for the merit of shutting up our colored brother to the 
wretchedness of such a condition, under the abused and 
misunderstood names of emancipation and freedom. We 
venture to be sr> impracticable and visionary " as to 
insist that it is not so much the name, the shape, the 
hue, or the construction of the yoke or the manacle, 
that excites our mingled commiseration and abhorrenco, 
as the fact that inalienable rights are cloven down, that 
humanity bleeds, that justice is trampled in the mire, 
that mercy is exiled from among men, that the civil 
government that should protect the defenceless is made 
the iron instrument of the devourer. It is not word.s 
we ask for, but things:— precious, solid benefits, for oui' 
abused brethren;— not the mere empty names of them. 
We dare not dismiss them iv ith an idle '•' Be ye warmed, 
and be ye clothed "—nor ask them to cover their backs 
and fill their stomachs with the mere parchment of a 
nominal but deceptive "mancipation. For such "ab- 
stractions"— abstruse as wo are, we have not yet formed 
the taste. Nor docs our hatred of chattelhood at all re- 
concile us to the alternative of seeing our brethren 
financially starved according to the methods of the latest 
and most fashionable school of "political economy." 

" TOO MANY OBJECTS AT A TIME." 
But to return to our argument. " Only a few will be 
found ready to unite nn so many objects.-'' How do 
you know ^that? V/hen was fhe experiment tried? 
When was the question of abolishing all forms of op- 
pression ever distinctly propoundeil to a free people? 
By what political party and when? But another an- 
swer is at hand. "So many objects?" How many? 
What do we propose but the simple reslonjtion and 
protection of human rights? Another answer still. 
How comes it to piss that it is diflicult to unite large 
numbers in the impartial and equal administration 
of justice? Whose fault is it that the number is «o 
small? Rests there no responsibility on the promulga- 
tors of the miserable doctrine of the superior wisdom 
and merit of redressing only one clasa of wrongs and 
letting all the rest go unredressed? Suppose we try the 
clfects of a more philosophical and Christian-like 
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cn«rf.c of fcftcliinj!:, anil then &eo \vh;U men will do. 
Bi'Al fur her. To aiy thtvt only a few wiil unite in the 
CQiial adminisiralion of justico to nil nmn, is bul 8 y- 
ing fhat oi>iy a fnw are prej>aicil ♦» tlo right— that most 
men seoU tnclr own thiii^';R, anil not tbe things of oiliors 
alw) — ioujx^cutfril ;in'J bufooleil wi h the great anil or- 
ever '< impi-aclicaMo" o;ib idi a-' of <' takinjr caro of 
oujiibcr oiu*.'> and of nu i bcr one's s-pccial favorites, 
whi'tiicr vvi>iie or colorcO, ami leliiiig every boily else 
(aHe care of iheiasclvis! Th s is a niaaifcdt ami flagrant 
evil — a |)rejU(.lirc — a sin! Anil how is it to be 
cuir.i? iJv llie Colonizaiioiiist 9 rneiliciue for coior- 
phobiA? by {jraMfioa ion and pariicipation? By (ie- 
clariii>c the pvcjvulice forever invincible, even by 
Christianiiy licrselfj' Vy bapii/ins: the "one idea df 

rnrtiaJity wiili the specious name of heavenly wisdom? 
s l.«v iai* an to be thus tamed, an J Ibo wor ill a wrongs 
thus nshted? 

(hie answer more, fortlio special bcnelit of ''pi-actl- 
cal businc-sH men!"' (.nly a few, you say, will u,:i;e in 
to muny mcasvroi of reform. Ik- u so. iiut how many 
win uni e ^lead^iy and jierseverinsly. In only any one of 
them; Whai says the histojy o\' tl.ia coun'uy?— iho 
liisiory of Great UriJa:-,? — the liiatory of li-.c world? 
Cur *' mechatiic* and workinp men" at various limrs 
and imdiT variitus names have aitcmp ed to obtain a 
redroMi of their oirn wroni^s, taking: special care not to 
bo »o *• vJMorarv" .is to s art a *' oruMulc for univci.Siil 
reform;" paniciilariy to broach noJii g unpopu ar— to 
2iiake no mention of slaveiy or of the colored man. 
U'hoy have had contentions — rpajiized parlies — n mi- : 
natott candiiiaies; but how many ever Jnine^l them?; 
and what l as been ihe rosiiH. of their ''one idea" saga- j 
ciiyi l o ask die question is to answer it. U hat had | 
others lo dn whh the mere business of the *' mechanics i 



and working men?" «•' Landless nicn,'Moo, have had ,, 

their apitai ns — <*'fiee ren cis'* — "fr<e sufiiase" men ji ^nd ti.re.it' iiiiip: to rcdiiiic all the laborinsr population to 

3anni-(S?ii chattelhood. There i^ flo " " — 



oppr«J?fclon3 by any oth^v priweoi} tisan that of rcdrcSE. 
infrtl'O wrongs of Aix the oppressed. 

Just 80 far, then, as any peojdc are from bcinff vi&iv 
(o co-operate in a poliiicfti as-sinciation ftr il^c corn©, 
tion of AL!. abuses in the goveinmtnt, for ti e repialof 
Ai.i. luijust li'.ws, and for the equal ami imjiaMial protcc- 
lion of AL!. aiKN, jiM 80 fi.r are tl ey, of cour?e, fj-om 
beinjj in a position in which liie security of their ri^hti 
can be pos.Mble. " 

The LiUinbcr of men, more or Ics?, {hat arc ready for 
such a co-operaf.on. is the numbrr of those who are ia 
a position to maintain civil and religious frs ednn*. 

It might be useful, just at this poinf, to ask the advo- 
catesof ib8'<one" measure policy, wli.at uUima'.cenrf 
^^is '.o be secured, even by the success, such as it would 
be, of carry in{j iu o etfeel, ev«n if it could bo done, the 
osv. measure they ore so in'-ent On securing as to waivo 
every thi: g else, for the sake of it? Some of them 
wish to secure one m-asure— some arc intent on anoth- 
er, and so on; while they arc not preparrd to unite on 
them all. Let us see how the policy works and to what 
itr.raounts. 

One littb; clique a e inlcnt on obtnininjj- on abolition 
of t;.e land monopo'y. This is tMr <• one idea," and 
they will know nothing else. \\ ho then are to co-ope- 
rate with them, and how islhfjr point to be "aincd? 
Bul w^c waive ti is. Suppose this obst.idc overcome 
and the measure secured— is the vUimote object eained* 
What was that objeci? What could it he?^ AiiythiDir 
j short ol sccij;i*y to civil and political froeilom, witu 
j all the par.ic-ilar benefits of landholdins? Nothing 
1 less. U ell then. You have your land. Hut theunlim- 
j:rd power of ian/T is over your heads, and whether you 
siiall make tl e products of your land available, dt }>em!3 
upon the go d pleasure of the tariiTmongcis. Chattel 
s:aytry, too, is in ti;e land, degrading Iree industry, 



—but jiow mcny have ever enrolled under Iht-ir banni-i 
*• Ami. masons ' w\ih their « one idea'" — what has be- I 
cqmcof tlicm? La<f, no*, leas', the Abolitionists— the ^ 
Liberty parly — imders ood by tho community, (nol-j 
withs.anding ihtir early proles aiion8> aud at laat un- ' 
(iers:o.)d by periiajiH a maj-.jrily of themsrlves, to be ai 
par y i»f ihe "'one iilpa'' of the coloreil man's emanci- j 
pation from cha'icl slavery. Some said that the color- 1 
cd man s richt of sulTrage Was not included in it. Tlse ji 
peoplf of Riiode liland learned, at least, that the u-hitc i 
man » rip;ht of suifi.igc wa«i not. And have large num 



security fwr iibtrly, here 
Letus vavy the supposition. Instead of thesiiccesj 
of t» c land agitation we Jiavo the success of the free- 
trader?, with the lanil monnpo y and humaji cl-,aitclboo4 
un hrcked. W i'erc arc v.e tl-.en? AVe cnuld sell tho 
proiluc s of land?, iT i~e had them, and until McDuffie 
chal elhood could lay hold of us. 

Vary the supposition again. Abolish chattel tlaverr 
and ieave <fveiy thing e lse as it is. How miich hare 
we gained? 'ihe Bii-ish West Indi.s tell the future 
slory of our colored brethren. The condition of Eng. 



bei» joiiicd the Abolitionists or the Libcriy pany? Is: '.anil, of Ireland, verhapj, or the map of coniincnd 



there the prospect of the speei'y enrolment of the ma 
joiity of liic peiipSc in a party of only o.nk ftiKASuan, 
and tha nu-aaure to«chiug> dihectlt, only upon s mi- ! 
oority of the people f ' j 

And how has the ONE i«EA?=!TiiE_policy f-uccceded ; 
e'sew.icre? The worki'igs of il in England vrc have ■ 
seen. And what is the history of this wide world's' 
perpetual oppressions, and unredressed WTongs? I3 iti 
uot&kiiitit< M yoi the isolated, and hence inellcctual sirug- ' 

f:ic«of diileient elans and clxsses of men for redress? 
Vas ihrrc erer a time when the uniieil effirts of all | 
wliosc rights wcic in any manner violated, in a parti- i 
cnlar n.iuon, miirht not have procured universal relief?! 
Never! it may well be presumed. Cat general relief; 
is r< v< r obtained. And why? For no other reason but 
bcc^kusc men s seifishnrss and namiw-mimlcdness pre- 
vents them from seeing thai the violation of o.vk man's 
rights is liic violaiiun, pro-peetively, of all men's 
riglifg, l-Iacli man, or nariow circle or class of men, 
attop 8 (hercforo, tfic \Pry same sagaoious "one idea" 
tha is now commen led to us, of minding only o?*k 
class or c.'cicripfion of right?,, a^d Jotiinir alt others ■ 
take Care of thenisidvos! VmU class or cian struggles 
on, by ithclf, and for isself, ;('nl i:cvcr secures the com- j 
ninn svm alhiesof other clas»o:< otherwise wionged. I 
Thm it is ever, that the crafty few are enabled to <on- j 
liol nnd t pprcss the liitrsovere.l and deluded many. • 
Jast Kf) (ar a* t' c narniw *• r.ne idea" of isolafe.l, partial, i 
spccifl.' oppo-dtio'i to particular forms and ir.sancesof 
oppryssioti ajid crime ii displaceil t^y the all-compro- ' 
lteiyil\e, pener.ili/.etl iilea uf ojipijsiiion to m.i. oppres- 
sion aad < rime of all form**, un •: whoevpi- mny ho ti;c 
vh^tim. ju^t so f.ir ;«tu! no f.ir'.l;or, do l).trbjri-ni, .inar- 
chy and «!c;poii«ni give way to eivilivalion, free ?-i»v- 
crnment, npial l:i>v». 't'c i;f,nora) f>i>e;;ri y of at' 
claH!»<>«. Anil no hip r, »c.'.! r/ Iy, \\ ;:n in-.', io com- 
p'^^tp the civ ui'/a i )r', t-e.-urK), fieedom, :it:il equally 
ofm«»fi » » far at lea"*' hi t(«-ao;if»n iifclv ij government 
oafifi-hrr carryforward or indieafo human propre>s, j 
but the en iio and linal CNp'ositm of the wretcheil pn-j 
llcy uf a.tcmptio;; the redress of any men's wrongs or' 



K-.ir pe, might soon tell the story of the white northeia 
man. 

PARTIAL REFORMS AGAIN. 
Or look into the movemcut of the reform car in En- 
glanJ — lutnbering along, and dragging heaviiy, ona 
wheel at a time. Free trade first— free suffrage next- 
then free religion. Suppose cither one of those poicta 
gainci!, without the rest— where were civil and politi- 
cal libertj', then? 

If freedom — if security — if hi'man'dy — if justice— if 
mercy— be the grand «)bjcct8 to be secured^ we pain 
litlic or nothing m the end by mere partial and disjcint- 
ed reforms. ^Ye only exchange evils, in many ciscs, or 
vary their names— or lay down an old, worn-out, in- 
cDiciont fetter, for a new and strong one. Like the fox in 
I the fable, we only get rid of one swarm of fJesthat 
, anoiber and a more hungry swarm may succeed, anil 
drink tlie last drop of bjood in our veins. This is sober 
history, and not fict>on. The African slave trade had its 
origin in the mistaken "one Kiea"' of the good Lai 
Casas in attempting. to relieve the native Charihs— anil 
now the cooley immigiation (heaven only knoivs i» 
future rcRulfB) conies in, in like manner, as tlie see- 
scessor of negro chattelhood! A world's history of 
successive, ever changing, but never erailicated woes 
and outrages, is one rut ning commonlaiy, writicn in 
human sweat, tears and blood, up. n tht shallow phi- 
losophy of redressing one wrong at a time, Icaviog 
oihcr wrongs to prow up in their places by the linjcihe 
old has ilisappeared. Nothing shoit of unceasing 
w.tiehti.Ir.e^s ag;)ir'5t all ihe ir.c jiient erciTocl mmtsof 
■ iespi.ii m, in all i:s Proiian >-h:ij»tsan.l Chamelionhuef, 
can ever |)re>erve, mueh less n store, die liberties of a 
peoj^ic. V. 1-..1'. fyio in school of poiiiits l as not 
iiamed'y ioc il.al tinie-teste.; ina\iii) ? /^ndaewe 
lunv <o I e :rji:i«'il,aT :l isla e dav, in ;he :ac:ii'M.f wi»li- 
tli;iw;ptr Oiir attintii n, and lhe';.i;eTilicn (;f ihc ri«?irg 
•.•«^n« rjlio:i, from all the ten ihoiimnil devices ami n:cal- 
'.hy inroaiisof ail itr;.jy ])0\\or fcapt tnc/ And tla'one, 
too, so s'rongly entjrnched behiml ihc jest ihaf roian 
airow via reach it that is not sent through all of tb«»* 
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U the cvor wakijful and InvontlTO gonhis of arialo'iratio 
p:>2roi'-limoat, crorjchin^, spiUer-lilce, beliinJ Us ever 
ccivLiT an-.i o!iang:ing ""wc't)a of slimv tioocpuon and 
fntaaslonioiit, ti) bo «ven advcrti.^ea boforc-hatul U.at 
ii U niv ajaiaft onrs particular aa I »Ui y specified form 
aa 1 tixiurs of his na..s that we shall ta:»o any paii:8 lo 
arm a-.i I defen I ouraalvcs?— mal ii is not so much the 
fuuer i!self tlia-. we abomina e ua ii)e moio i.anie, c.>lor 
ors'iapii of iif -ll»at Ameiic:in freemcii do !.o. object 
»,) mwihy alter all, to a siirreiulry ot liicir liber iC', as 
;o the torP.H, technic ilities, and phra3 « in wnich the 
legal las fumuHt of their deg^radalion s!jal! be coachtd? 
— that t:io pi.o': that shall only Rteer our bar:t clear 
from the rocic of S^jMIa, on tae one nand, has our 
hfiar:y ICtivo lo wreck it amonff the shoals of Cljaryhius, 
oa the Oilier? Ii this the much-vatiuteil wis^lom of 
"practical men,-' to which we arc invited to liscea? 
Anil can wc, stuuibling over the tom'^-s.o.ies of all for- 
msr rep tbiics, thus eagerly and thus eirly bury our 
own in the same cemetery with them? v\ hat fifC 
na.ion over losl its liberties but uniior the nii-ictab c 
deluiion that there v/as only om suurco of danger, 
which, dily provided aj^ainsr, ail wouhl be safe/ V.y 
wijdl mean3 were the iibertiea of a frea people ever 
jTibrerte i, bu: those from which their eyes were thus 
averied, puftinj thesn Oif their guard? "anrely in vain 
is the net spread in the iight of any bird." Tae de- 
mon of despotism never asked more' than that the eye 
of its intended vj^iims should be diverted from any 
one of i s t€n ihousanil entan^lcmon'.s! A8 the Arch 
Tempter w.ts sure of his prey whan he coulil bu;enira,> 
ourli.st parents in o o.vk transgression, so his bloody 
SiTdv over the p:)litical v!otU\ Ii parpetuateil iVora age 
toa^o hy tite same dcTice of gaitang assent to but oiia 
farm of op;)rc5sion. Oas enemy a.lmit: d into the 
citadel (3,) I'arlcy the I'orter ihsiruc even oar chil- 
dren) all the res^ are addmiued by him at plca-ure. 

Bu', amid all the hu.idrCii tupisa of political and 
(C^isladve attenlioa that press upon u*, yearly, a polii- 
bilpirty, we are prrave'y tohi, can never master so 
many as the twen'tt that ive liave now prcsen:c.l to 
the public attention! A mirveUous objection, truly, in 
a country whore huntirc.is of new eaaa.'msnts are 
passed, every year, and all of them supp;)3ed to 
origiijite in tl:c pop dar \fill, ami lo repDse upon i s 
pleasure! The people are incapable, are thf \ ? in such 
a caantry, to express their minJs on twenty of the 
simpies'. ;«nd plainest of all political propositions, — 
una'iie to rote against twea y of the enormous le^jisla- 
tire abu;!os that have been fastened upon them? We 
ihail see whetiicr they arc! If their rcpresenta ives in 
the National and State Legislatures can unite in the 
wpport of slavery, pro-slav-^ery wars, land mi-iopolics, 
bank monopolies, monopolies of all sorts — tarilli — post 
o!n?e extortions— army and navy e-tab!!9hmen's, an. I so 
On, what hinders th?' the people should unite in letting^ 
them know what tliey think oi these wicked measures — 
these enormous exactions? 

Ifa political par.y when in power, find* no difficulty 
b ach'.tg upon all these inicrminabl*; and formidable 
twenty quastions, and ten times twenty m"»rc on the 
top of them, what should hinder the par.y, if its leaders 
are honest men, from felling- the people frankiy before- 
hanil, in respect to twenty prominent tOidcs in which 
the first principles of civil government and the liberties 
of ihc people are vitally involved, what are their senti- 
ments an.l intentions? Is it thought most prudent for a 
politic il party to "keep dark," till after ♦'lec i m. for 
fear the people should wittihold their vo'es? DiaTerent 
politicians and different parties will answer this que.-ition 
in practice accor.ling to the objects they have in view. 
And whether the people will vote viith a party that 
OBowi its ob jecls, better than with one tha' canceals ihem, 
the e.cnt will prove, after the experiment has once 
been tried; and the result maydepeml vcrym-iTh upon 
whc!her the party avov/ing its intentions, revei's, by 
its specifications, its honest and in'cllsgent desire to 
fclicvn the oppressions and secure (be lib.nies of the 
people. 

Nevertheless, it will be repeated <ha* no narly with 
•WftTiiy arowc I objects inscribed on it"« banner, and 
nch radical onei loo, ever vft did s'if^*e"»l. rhi< is 
true: for r.o s!i;h par!y before » vor existe I. An 1 
aivh^r tliin; ii nUo fnic. No political party in thin 
coun'ty, nor in Great Britain, nor on the continent of 
li. n opc. chat v/a know of, over yet diisjcceod- What 

IS '« «U?CC"«S? ' 

Whisrs and Tories, Itadira's ami Chntin's, Jafnbins 
and R)y3l)vs, Fe.leraiiBls, Dcm-vrr N: ional Rf^p ib- 
ijcaasanj m »il«rn which of them was overyot 



knou-n to pucckkd? And whore ars tho mnnumon'a of 
(heir suctieas? f''ach in turn baa h<dU tho ofll.?e8, anil 
rioted upoa the spoils, l^ut is ihia t » bo called Buco^»3? 
Which of them have i!o;>e up the propor workof a jK)Ut- 
ical party? Wliicli of thcai have cxccu;e.l Jus'.iC(j — re- 
lieved the np|)reM'jd— and secure I tho equal, ii\silirna- 
blc rights of the pc ip!e? StrcCf3g! Lot)lr at Fi-anco, 
tj.uiler tho Bourbons— under tlie Revolutionisls — im Icr 
Napoleon— and avjain under tho Bourbons. Look at 
lingland^ under her succossi'. o ar izan administrations 
—"one uio I " s atcsmo ,ail of them-nnd whatisthoir 
success? Ask fum sii t*g Irelaml— and fcticrcdScoll md, 
and titho-rid.lf«n Eiglan I — a.sk groaning IVIanches'er, 
aid fai iting Biim ngham— a^k mocked and choated 
Jamaica an.l An'.igai! Look at our own country, wi.li 
its loud rt'pabJcan protcnsions — with i'.a unparallele^l 
and goiy despo isni*?!— its cotton-lor.is of the Sou'h— its 
c dton-IortU of the ICait— its bank- ords of the ciiies — 
ita soil-lords of the jn-erior, antl of tho far wcs',-tho 
slavc-ilrivcr s iash over the wiiole and tho slave's chain 
conneoiing them all! And this is the "SUCCESS"— 
is i.t — of your sagacious political parties, with only 
**onc" item in their orceile! All becai'se the pcoplQ 
—the dear peop e— are iticompc'eat to understand anrt 
embraic more llian one pnbiic measure a', a tim?, or, at 
best but two or three! High time wore It for thft peo- 
ple to try what their capacities are— and whether tho 
arithmedtr, by which ihey examine the hs'. of (heir 
grievancofl. cm enable them to mas'er the enumeration 
of twenty iicms! High tim-» wore it for oar wirartl 
political economis's, "with their tables and n'atis'ica, 
and " monthly prognns'i/'ations," (o stretch their matli- 
cmatical povvei-s, and soo whether they can grappio 
' with the numeral twenty. 

«• DIVIDE AND CONQUER." 

And yet, the thricc-refutcd fallacy, in a new. ga'»e» 
rc-appcar-i again, and asks, a; sanctiraon!on«ly as ever, 
whether it is not ;he part of pra2li."al wisdom, to Cun- 
qut-r one cn«Mny at a time. To ••divide and conquer, »» 
say our a ivgers, is ever the maxim of rietors. Yeal 
ol victors whose tniimnhs are over virtue and freedom, 
but of none others. ••Divide an.l conquer" is in ieeJ 
the s icces>ful siraagcm of the Grand Usurper, :ind ho 
divides, that he m<y conquer his victims, by bidding 
cac.*i lit le, feeble, is.ilated sqn.id of thp:a il at he can 
de'ach from their fellow-suUbrers, persist in remain- 
ing men of "one idea," and "take care of number 
one!" Thus he picks them up, one by ono, and bimls 
them fast in his (oils. This -'divide and conquer'* 
maxim belongs, andalway.-? is at home, on the side of 
!he wrong-doer— the Destroyer! But when did ever 
the Great Deliv rer and Rr'dcemer . f men bid his gooJ 
soldiers "divide and conquer" the poweiS of dark- 
ness, by warring wi'h only one vice at a time? U hen 
did he ever set an «'xamp!e of such tactics? In what 
part of his manual of iliscipline do we find such a direc- 
tion? Whoever would wage war with humin virtue 
and freedom must atlack one dTtachm.^nt at a time, but 
whoever Wviuld assa-l human vices and despotisms must 
put on the whole arrajr, an lgive battlo to the wholoof 
them at ones. 

*' Divide and conquer" tho oilmen's of arialocracy, 
usurp ition and oppression «a ur land? \lovf are yoa 
going at work to divide Ihrm? You may po;nt your 
guns at on!y one of them, if you please; but can you, 
by that process, diride f e one from he other? Ha* 
not the cxpftrimsnt b?en su^icicntly tried? Was not 
the Slave Power singled out fourtt^en years ago, as the 
d's-incL and sole object of attack? Did any of us then 
dream of the connection b tween it and all tho other 
aristocracies of the country, whether in Church or S'atc, 
.as that fact now s anils revealed? Bu', was 'he first 
broa isu'eponrcd into thee «my we h;ul selec ed, wiih- 
otii rous-ng instanrlj' to its succor whatever in commer- 
cial, polit-ea! and ccclesrastical life is stssceptiblo of 
the most l.ntent affinity to drspotism? Have we not, to 
the present m iment. with few oxcfplion^ pcisistcd in 
the samr? poli y of Icttinsr t'lCm all alone, and coneen- 
trat'n;' our forces again«t n »thinr bn' slavery itself? 
An I what is the lesuit? f/.7i»5 v/cdi-. id»d andconqncr- 
c I? fs IhtTf the leant nWix or pro<»ne;tora ffiifiah/t bn- 
twopn the "-lave Pow.-r an I t'i<» aristocracies support- 
inr it? Tn not t!io all anre bptween them t;r -w-nf; 
rlosiT, aid mor? sy.ilfniat c continually? ITai thora 
evi^r been a 'im** in which all the m'not- arid ('-."aTieii 
of tho country wrre njor* "I^T ont in tuc <i''rv'ce 'iftho 
Slrtvr P nvpr, mn:"! perfectly un !or it* rontnd, than at 
present? On t!ii* point, we c 'e th.-» tiwl'm my of thoso 
'among us who sscm least inclined to give up tho cx* 
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pcrimcnt of an isolated warfare. Of them wo. ask, i 
what is the present aspect of things in this respect? 
Let Leavitfs veteran Kmanoipator tell the story of 
JS'ew England's V.'ebster traversing the whole South to 
draw still closer the alliance between the Giant Aris- 
tocracy of the country ami one of the next powerful 
ones. And on whose errand has the mighty " expound- 
er" gone that pilgrimage to the land of fetters? Ask 
the same truthful witness, and mark the response ! Has 
Massackuselts deputed her gifted Senator to bow down 
thus basely to the kidnapper of her Iree citizens— the 
expulsionist of her ambassadors, sent fur redress? No ! 
For thus deposes the witness ! Not Massachusetts, but 
her "COTTON lorl-'S,-' who appoint her Senators, and 
who control them at pleasure, and see that they do 1 
their royal bidding— the " cotton lords of Massacliu- 
setts " have bound iMasjachusctts h4rseif, and her once 
free sons, hand and foot, and cast them, an ignoble of- j 
fering, at the feet of the Slave Poweri It is thus that ' 
we "divide-' to conquer, under the workings of our! 

great one idea,"— the '< idea *' of fighting the Slave 
Power out of the roach of our rifles, with ourhandstied ' 
by our own "cotton lords " in the employ of the Slave } 
Power— our "cotton lords*' with whom we are to; 
dwell amicably at home on our own soil, where we 
might nach thsm if we would— but must net, becajiso 
'•the Liberty party was organized for only one dist snot 
object,-' ami our "one idea-' of fighting the Slave 
Power does not include the idea of breaking from our 
own wrists the green withes which our " cotton lords," 
at the bidding of slavery, have seen fit to put upon our 
hands!— "our cotton lords" enthroned upon "THE 
TARIFF AS IT IS" which our "one idea"' forbids us ; 
to disturb— nav, stranccr still, impels us to support ! If [ 
such be the wisdom of "practical business men, who ; 
take the world as it is," (aye, and leave it as they find I 
it!) may we not venture, by way of experiment, tn va- ; 
ry the monotony, by trying the " impracticable abstrac- i 
tionists," who are "visionary" enough to believe in: 
the connection between moral causes and their effects | 
— the necessity of adhering to fundamental principles in ji 
onler to secure beneficial practical results— who are 
"' fanatical " enough to believe ja moral and political ! 
science, and tliat no political action can be better than *■ 
sheer quackery, that does not implicitly and undevia- i 
tingiy follow and reduce to universal practice, its foun- | 
jjat ion Intths ? 

••Divide" the combined elements of aristocratic arro- ; 
gance and misrule, as they arc exhibited in the manifold ■ 
monopolies and class lej^ islations of this country, ail in- i 
stinclivcly and of absolute moral necessity clinging i 
round the footstool of the Slave Power, as inseparable • 
from it as the various organs of the human botiy are i 
from the man himself— wielilcd by it as surely and as in- '; 
stinctively as theheai t i'Onds out its supplies of blood, or as i 
:he nerves or muscles move tlic arms! Sooner iliink of 'i 
"' dividing" asunder the elements of the earth's afmos- i; 
phere, or separating the light of the sua from its w.nrmth ! j 
The thing cannot be. There is not an aristocratic ele- It 
ment, arrangement, or organization in liie land, (hat is;! 
not, in a sense, part and parcel of the slave system. Of ij 
this feet our "one idea" brelliron srem to be vartly ii 
aware, when th.cy tell us. as tl;«y sometimes do, thai);";! 
chattel slavery were but iirst removed, all other usurpa- i| 
t'ons and abuses would fall to (he ground. The " if i.s || 
the formidable part of (he statrment. Th.e problem is. ;j 
jjow to get at the citadel of slavery u iihout di<.turbing its j 
entrenchments. Aitor all, it is not true tiiat.thc removal ji 
of one abuse, even (he greatest of Ihcnu ensures liie re- ' 
moval of all the o(heis. This we Iiave already shown, am! ! j 
tijiit when the effort is not directed (o ti:c ovcrthrov,- ofi' 
ALL oppressi.^ns, a new abuse, stepping into (hn place of;' 
the ohl, inherits i(s power. In ail countries, sonic (..s e j 
master ilespotism eniinaces widiin its folds j.li (he minor j 
ones. In our? chattel slavery has (he supremacy, and ,j 
while it lives all the o'.iuTS arc its Rubaltems. Every of- ! 
fectivc blow struck at citiier of iliein, weakens all the Ij 
res', and a f-^nlc cf r.:utniHty towards the 'ubonlinatc uis- |; 
qualifi'^s from an assault upon the ren!re. (.'ommon : 
sense :inil experience, no le-s l)i?n sound philosophy antl j 
Chri.stian efhies,ass\a-e us of tlie fallacy of attompiing (he m 
rcni" val (if any jrre.it, system.alic and c( mprehen^ive f^drm ;} 
of oppres^iirin,'v,tt}u,ut'c<)ni:ug in collision ^vilh Ilio nji- 
nor opprc-sicns, wlietlior few or many, connected with |i 
it antl supporting if. A politicnl j^arty. eoiiimissi<,ncd to j 
Uic task of abolishin.'j' Ainei icm slavery, yet rcslric'ed 
iiy its own (ern:.- of organization from abolishing tlie , 
i;>!rin from which the slave syyleni derives iis reveiiuc, or , 
from louchiug any of the other cotincc:cil forms of aria- • 
tocrsey on l opnre«<«inn wieliied by if. mu*( be in a pcsi- ) 



tion like that of Shakspcare's Jew Shylock, fully author- 
ized to cut out his pound of flesh, according (o the boh(,I, 
from any part of the body of the merchant of Venice he 
pleased, but most rigorously prohibited, at the same 
time, under the severest penalties, from shediling a single 
drop of his blood! It is like an invading aimy, enter- 
ing the territory of the enemy, fully pledged to. bear 
meekly in silence all the volleys of musketry or heavier 
ordnance that may be poured upon it from •* minor" de- 
tachments, and mere allies of the hostile monarch, with- 
out reluming upon them a single shof, until, in the use of 
these tactics, it can first reach the distant capital of the 
Emperor himself, and storm his imperial palace; fully 
consoled with the assurance that " if ' the reigning mon- 
arch can thus be first captured, and the royal dynasty 
changed, all the remote portions of (he empire and its 
minor forts and detachments will be conquered of course. 
When even " i)ractical" men indulge in such day dreams 
and employ such rhetoric, it is time to question whether 
wisdom shall die with them, and whether we may not, 
without arrogance, open our own eyes, and use our own 
intellects. And if wo cannot make our minds to give bat- 
tle to as many as id-finN/ confederated battallions^ otffty 
if need be, in order to accomplish our object— it might 
be as well to retire. To commence a campaign against 
an enemy of such varieil resources, and numerous anil 
po-nerfui allies, irithout cmnfing the ccst, and proportion- 
ing our cilorts and plans to our task, is' to invite speedy 
discomfiture and defeat. 

The policy we repudiate might havfbeen pardonable, 
because plausible, id first siglit^ a few years ago, when wc i 
hoped to grapple at once and directly with the SlaVe | 
Power, and decide the contest in a single battle- in our 
ignorance, at that time, of the extent of his territory and 
the amount and disposition of his forces. But since the ] 
ground has been surveyed, and we are acquainted with , 
liis fortified posts, it is worse than folly to persist in act- i 
ing and arguing as though we were ignorant of (he facts. 
We tin know, we cannot h.elp knowing, that all (he aris- 
tocracies in the land are the strong holds of American 
Slavery ! IIow far short, (hen. is it, of treason (o liberty 
and tlic slave, to persist in our stupid neutrality in res- 

rf*rf lO Ihoni ? W'HAtl wn /MH. 4*ir«<VA,. llT-k/tv. *<eiC£)\k.l 

warks," w hether in Church or State, and yet spare them, 
nay, even support and cling to (hem— is it not high time 
either to change our tactics, or relinquish omprofessicns? 
Anti is it not time for us (o speak out the whole truui 
plainly to one rmother antI to the wovhl? If Abolition- 
ists .ind if Liberty party men love their wool tarifis, their 
nv'nopolies, (heir class lcgis!a(ion?, tlieir sects and their 
parlies, (oo well (o abandon (hem for the sake of liberty 
and the slave, let (hem frankly confes.^ the fact and re- 
tire, leaving the tide of aristocratic encroachment to roll 
over them, and bequeathing golden fetters to their sons. 
Hut let (hem not think to win the inlicrifanccof liberty 
without paying the just price — nor to repel the insidious 
despot while drinking of his cups and fingering his 
bribes. And let ihem not imagine tha.t posierity and 
the world will be ignorant— tliough thej' may hideit from 
themselves— that (hey wanted the magnanimity, (he telf- 
•ionial, (he heroism, the consistency, the integrity, the 
singleness ofpurpo.se, to cairy out successfully (he nolile 
pui poses Ihey had cor. oived. 

Are wc severe in saying iliis? How can we say less— 
at least to those am. ng us who admit (and who can help 
knowing it?) that tiic Slave power entrenches itself in 
t!ic strongholds we have designated, and yet ret'usc to as- 
sail him (herci'—that (he objects wc propoFc are right 
and just In themselves, in accordance wiJh (he p/incipies 
thty have espoused, with natural and divinely established 
laws, and yet decline giving them their suppo.":? The 
class of pet scns now t!e«cribed (and it is a numerous 
one) cannot plead, whatever others do, their ignorance 
or their scruples, in respect to the justice of our cause. 

TIME FOR DEFINITIVE ACTION. 
To those who profess a full ngjecmcnt with our views, 
but v. ho think the time for dotiiiitive action, in (he pres- 
ent shajje, h.-is- rot yet arrived, wc have a word further to 
say. If our principles are sound— if our measures, grow- 
ing; out of fliem, be just, wiicn, if notnow. is the time for 
reilucirgthim to practice.'' Half the nation.perhaps, would 
admit them to bo ris»:t " in the abstract."' Is it not hold- 
in;: the truth in unri^rhtcousness" fo do sr they do? And 
l-.ov/ n\U('h sliciild wc differ from them; if wc' longer de- 
ferred? Have we not given due notice two yeawagO, 
of our crmvirlions anil intentions/ Have we not dona 
what v. e couUI while in that position, lo disseminafc our 
views/ l-j not the time long enough to rcficct— to rc-ex- 
r.mir.c— (0 invite a discitssion of our proposed mcasur«s— 
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to see if . Ill}' good reasons could be produced against them 
—to aslc our associates to go along with us? If we lon- 
er deferred, how oould wo be true to our professions? 
Jo go into a Presidential nomination with those, a ma- 
fority of whom we knew were not prepared to take the 
only course that could satisfy our consciences, would be 
to give up our principles, lo smother our convictions, 
lo do riolence to our sense of the riglU. Could we hare 
gained access, with our views, to the entire Liberty Par- 
ty, througli their presses, our position might have been 
ili£ferent, but the discussion, to any extent, has not ap- 
peared in ihem. So far from being precipitate, we have 
erred in being too tardy. Consitlerable numbers, in oth- 
er States, who early espoused our views, have inferred, 
from our long waitmg, that we had waived our scruples, 
and given up our measures. To defer longer would be 
to justify such conclusions. The present state of all the 
parties, the Liberty party in particular, indicates a crisis 
admitting of no further delay. We have not movcil witli- 
outgood counsel. The deliberate and truly sagacious, 
and ever trusty statesman, Jakes G. Birney, was 
among the first, if not the very Urst, lo suggest the neces- 
sity of this present Convention, at tiiis crisis. 

\Vhether fewor many will go with u? at present, we do 
not stop to inquire. Very few were ready to go into a 
Liberty party when the movement tirst com m.enced. We 
knoiv that large and increasing numbers sympathise niore 
or less with us, and are waiting for ns to move. It will 
be fo md lo be no local sentiment, and no temporary one. 
We have learned to estimate the value of political parties 
less by their numbers, than by the purity of their inten- 
tions, the nobility of their objects, the soundnnss of their 
principles, the comprehensiveness yet discrimination of 
their views, the deliberative wisdom and righteousness 
of their measures, the inlioxibility of their purpose, and 
the integrity of their action. Give us these, and we are 
content. Give us seven thousand men in this great na 



ing slavery have been suggested, that some of/l^cm ought 
to succeeu. Wo offer you, in some i.urticulara, a new 
platform, to-day. We do not lower ilown any of pur 
anli-glavery demands. We repeal them still more dis- 
- - — We negan 




United States, iii conformity with the constitutional 
guaranty of a republican government to everv toiate m 
this Union! The demands of Abolitionists rise higher 
and higher, and must be trumpeted louder and louder, 
till the nuisance is abated. Of the abominations and 
cruelties of the systeni-of its c aring inV^.Vetjf S--of i^^ 
encroachments upon republican i»berty-of its heavy ex- 
actions upon the free States-of its foul blot on our na- 
tional character— of its arrogant and insaUable demands-- 
we cannot stop to speak on ihe present occasion, nor is it 

needful. The community at ^^l;® ^o'?*^! h° "c^^^^^ 
stand all this, now, better than Abolitionists themseWcs 
did, when they commenced agiifttine the si^ojcf • f i^® 
North is brought to a position of reflection and delibera- 
tion. To tell you that your liberties are not safe while 
the slave system continues, is to tell you what most of you 
already know. We have a right to take it Slanted 
that you have pondered these things. Let us inquire of 
you, then, whether you are not ready to act, »ome 
—and if so, whether the plan we propose is not the right 

and the feasible one. , , » ^ „^t„„,tn,.,i 

While we do not lower down, but elevate our standard 
of anti-slavery political action, as hitherto urged by the 
Liberty parfv: we take the additional and important step 
of defining bur position, (in strict accordance with our 
principles! on all the prominent political S"^sl^°l^?"'iff 
day. We offer you a connected and consistent system of 
! political cconomy-of political action. Though we ha^-o 
: said that we will not wait . for numbers-that v^^^f 
! numbers less than tru:li and integrily-that a smail paity 
tion, who wiUhoUl up, by their votes and their teachings, !| adhering to the wh^e truth, is "'O^ « P°^^f,l"^ ^^^^ 
the great fundamental principles anil objectsof civil gov- ! than a great party, affirming but half 
cramcnt, Go<l and nature have established them, and \\ ing to unrighteous com^romise--we nevertheless earnes^^^ 
ire are fully persuaded that it wil! be Ihe most powerful \: ly solicit the co-opsration of all men, in tnai '"'Oicn ^« 
rolitical party in the nation or iii the world. It will be !! firmly believe to be in accordance with the rigni anuine 
a greal teacher of the long neglected but vitally impor- jj true. And wecherish stronghopes that wneaourprinci- 
tant sciences of civil government, of political morality, \ 
of political economy. The growth of such a party might j 
r.otbe rapid, but it would be sound. It would insensibly 



n.'ould other parties into an approximation inwards its 
sti'.ndard, not simply nor chiefly by the base motives of 
fear and rivalry, but more by the nobler force of con- 
scientious conviction. If it never elected a candidate (and 
iiow many has the Libeny party elected?) its control 
over the other parties might abolish slavery and other 
monopolies. If the Liberty party has done any thing 
(and who doubts it?) it has been chiefly in this way. 
Whet! " Wilmot provisos," and similar indicaticms mark- 
ed Oie approach of the community at large to the Liber- 



ples and measures come to be understood, we shall be- 
come a party, strong in numbers as well as strong m tne 
truth. Why should it not be so? Are we not m tae 
midst of a republican people? Or have we mistaken the 
republican and progressive tendencies of the age? 

We count it no arrogance to say, then, that we oner 
to you the privilege of co-operation in the only true, 
thorough, consistent, whole soulcd and even footed Uemo- 
cratic party in the countrj^, or in the world— the only 
parly distinctly and definitely proposing, as a practical 
reality, the equal and impartial protection of the equal 
righi of all men- the opponent of all oppression, the 
vindicator of all the wronged:— the only party that is 



ty party's actual standard, the true wistlom of that party 1 j opposed to all the monopolies, class legislations ana aris- 
and its leaders wouhl have been— instead of half invitin? 1 tocracies now existing or that may exist, 
a compromise, dividing the difference between them— to ; In asking 5;ou to assist us in /'n^icatrng tne claims oi 
have elevated and more clearly defined its own standard, ' ... - » 

ia accordance with its professed principles — its early 
promises, and the standard of immutable right. Had 
she manifested the disposition to do this, this present 
convention woulil not have been needed. As it is, what- 
ever the Liberty party may do, we must assume the re- 
sponsibility for ourselves and for tho.se who may co- 
operate with us, of erecting that standard. Excelsios 
(higher— still higher^ fs our motto. Wo beckon not only 
the Liberty party, but tha " Wilmot proviso" men, and 
all other seekers after truth, to come up and stand with 
us on a higher, a broader, a firmer foundation. 



CONCLUSION. 

FELI.OW-ClTtilE.VS OF THK U.VITED STATES — EJPECI- 
ALLT OF THE NCV-SLAVEFfOI-OINU STATES: — We have 

Shaped the preceding argument and appeal more directly 
for our coadjutors, hitherto, in the Liberty party, but we 
•design it, substantially, for you all. We have no interest 
distinct from yours — and, as already expressed, we seek 
na other political object than the equal protection of the 
equal rights of all. " The greater part of you, hitherto, 
nave not co-operated in the measures ice have employeil, 
for the removal of American slavery. But you, as well 
a? we, have been gaining important information within 
Ine last fourteen years. You have disputed— and on vari- 
ous grounds — the wisdom of our anti -slavery measures. 
>vc claim not to have been infallible. This document 
shows that we are not averse to making improvements 
upon our plans of operation, when we can discover a 
food reason for so djing. So .miay measures for abolish- 



the oppressed colored man , whose wrongs, being mosu 
grievous, demand a commensurate prominence, we uo 
not ask you to stand neutral or non-committal, m your 
political activity, and in your votes, in respect to the 
wrongs, greater or smaller, of any other class of men. 
We ask your sympathy with the colored man, not for his 
color, but because he is a man, and your special sympa- 
thy because his incomparable wrongs demand propor- 
tionate sympathy and aid. We commend to you no cuta- 
neous democrac}', vociferous for the liberty of white 
men, and forging fetfers for colored men. On the other 
hand, we ask not your co operation in any Federal, or 
National Republican, or Whig party, the aristocriiUc in- 
stincts of whose leaders are best concealed or atoned for, 
by profuse professions of philanthropy for the colorcil 
man. In the hands of such a democracy the liberties of 
the white man are not safer than tho?e of the colored 
man. In the hands of their antagonists, of various names, 
the liberties of the colored man are equally insecure. 
Time, that tests all things, has sufficiently recorded these 

As a political party, wc will hold no truce with a 
Northern Aristocracy for the purpose of checkmating 
the Southern one. We will take no shelter under the 
tving of a Southern aristocracy, from the spreading 
branches of a Northern one. Whether they choose to 
measure swords with each other, as rivals, as they, some- 
times do— or mutually court and strengthen each other, as 
at present inclining to do,— we will wags an uncompro- 
mising and exterminating warfare with each, so long as 
either of them show their heads in the field, not forget- 



ting W watch after them, if they retire. So far from j 
divatling their open alliance with each other, and there- 
fore ftllcnipting to conciliate, or avoid provoking either, 
we hurl oprn defiance at both of them— " the cotton 
lonls'' of Uie South, " the cotton ionls of the North," and 
all the other incipient aristocracies of the country, few 
in numbers as we now arc, nothing doubling and most 
earncBtly desiring their visible and organized co-ojiera- 
tion together, at no disiant day. When all the elements 
of aristocracy on the one hand, and of true democracy 
on the other, shall thus find their latent :.fiinities an S mar- 
shal their forces, wc shall h; ve " an open field and fair 
p uy,*^ and we asli nothing more. Instead of staving oil 
Che crisis, we will hasten it, if we can. 

To those of onr fellovv-citi/ens who seek the redress 
©f specific wrongs, wc «>fler co-oneration, on the basis 
we have laid down. Our assistance they havr, of course, 
in ihe very principles of action we have espoused. 'I'o 
ovail themselves of our aid, they have only to follow the 
golden rule of doing to others as tlicy would have otkers 
do tothem— prntcciing other men's rights, as they would 
have other men to proteci theirs. 

And— let us be distinctly uiulerstoo<l. To no men, or 
class of men, upon any tmprincipled basis of *' log roll- 
ing," have we any offers to m;ikc— nor can we receive 
any. But to all m«n, and t(i all c asses off men, who have 
any ri'al wrongs (o be redressed, or threatt-ncd rights to 
be fecure t, we tender, now, and hencrforw.u-d, wliaiever 
of open handed atut honest ai(i we i:arj impart. VV o sk 
not wh.! they arc that arc wro:iged~how few, how nmy 
—how popular, how unpopular — how rich. hi)W p oo — 
bow black, how white— how orthodox, how heUMOiiox 
— whethi-r they vo:c sv iih our purly or vote a;j;ainst it, 
or not at all. but simply uliellicr ihey are vvkcnged. wLal 
redress juaticc roq.dvcs— what secw Uy tlic case :;ee.;s. 



A .! wc tannled with our tu-:cnty proposed measures- 
mistaken for 80 many items of our one creed of cquat 
rights? We nnswor, ,we are ready to swell the twenty 
to two hundred, whenever so many forms of oppressioa 
may neefl retlress— cqu.illy ready to reduce them to two, 
or to none at all, when the occasion shall cease. Show 
us, at any time, which of our measures is wrong, and we 
will abandon it. Show us any other measure that justiee 
requires, and wc will ntid it. We truBl to our immuta- 
ble principles to give us stability, by our adherence 
to them. The ever onward occurrences and exigencies 
of human society, upon which our principles of equality 
and rectitude are to operate, will furnish us with all we 
vinntf of adaptation and progress. 

With this statement— fellow citizens— of our princi- 
ples—our measures and our objects, we invite your co- 
operation. Having organized with a view to the 6en^i 
of all, we ask for the ami-stance of all. Even those whose 
present courste and position obliges us to oppose ihcm, 
have no other security for their own rights, lor the rights 
of their children, than the cB'ablishmcnt and perpetuity 
of a Just gdvernment. Cnr opposition to their ni«asur£« 
involves no hostility to their ptrAWi*. An a party for the 
whole, wc seek to become the party of (he whole— to 
merfje a!l parly in (he common sui>port by all, of th« 
ri^hls of all :— (hat each may feel himself secure because 
he sees all others secure. 

If any further exposition of our principles and our views 
of national policy are nec<led_, wc ctn furnish it in lh« 
announcement of the names of the candidates ws have sc- 
lecte.i to stand at the head of the I'ed.ora! Govenimcnt. 

nominate GEllRi r SiMlTH, of the Slate of New- 
York, for Frcsitlent, and ELHIU BURUITT, of J^Iassa- 
chusetis, for Vice Presitierit, of Uie United Siates. 



GERRIT SMITH AND THE Pil ESIDENCY. 



PErrERHOKc, May 8, 1847. 

I'o tU Albamj Patriot: 

I am receiving letters, which ask mo to consent to be 
a candidate for the Presidency of (he United States Li- 
berty parly newfp^Pf^'s are canvassin,£f my merits for the 
cfiice.' From all directions, I am remonsirated with lor 
declining to take civil ot'.ice. 

To save my own limi?, aotl the time of others, let me 
Ray in this public manner, onec for all, that I have never 
hchi otiice : have never been in circumstances to liold it: 
jumI am not now in circumstances to hold it. * 

A few words oi explanation may have the etloctto cor- 
rect and prevent misapprehensions; and to shelter me 
from the charge of being unreasonable, self-indulgent, 
stubborn, in my unwiHingne.>s lo take orlice. 

I had scarcely come to manhood, ore ihocareof my 
father H very large landed properly devolved on m--. 
Much still remains Cor me to tlo, bolore 1 ahall be entire 
]y iel«'iiscd from this burden; and, if over 1 shall be in 
circimis;ancoH to take oHice, it will not Ix* until af;er Sf.ch 
rclraio. Moicover, 1 am not, ami it is, now. too late for 
nic ever lo be qtinlilieil for ti.e post of a H!.iie>^man. So 
absorbcil ha\e I been wi(h the cares of properly, and so 
seldom have my tboughis been al!owe<i ;o travel U/^yon i 
the range of Uiese c.ires, that the information, winch 1 
have picked up, isquitw loo scanty anil pieccmcul to serve 
me in situation:-, wliicii call i\>v the pysiematic siudioeand 
cxtouKive |{nowlod;;c of il;e sta'.eint;in, Ar.A::i, I li..ivc, 
the jiresenl sprint, Ciirnple'.eil the fiitieth yccv of my life, 
llrnce, my habits — llic lubits of a private anil quite se- 
chidcd Iilc— aie too iixed to make it easy, or p.orhKps 
even p(js&ible, so far to oveiciiuie ihoir rci.ugiiince to 
public life, as to admit of my being at ail cunicnled, ur 
at all useful in it. 

1 n<>ei! i-ay no more to justify iny conclusion, tl.at it is 
UOt my iluiy lo go into juiblic I'lo. W ere 1, however, 
cjualiCn'ii for tht; chief mjgistracy of the naiion-, and 
were I the only nei wju. in whose ntimiralion to it. the 
friends of freeilom could agree; I. adoiii, that ih.e Liberty 
par;y, my <-ircum9!an(M-8 o the con'rary noiwidistiuut'ng, 
would be ij;uiity, i.eiiher of great unri'asanabio.-.esf, nor 
of great iitdiitidn*'i!», «!uir.ld it njaUe me its canoMuto. 
Iluii iiiat:much, as tlK .<c suppositions are not foun<letl in 
truih— inasmuch, as I am luit fit for the otKce, and inas- 
much ati th-K' Liberty party can unite upon iiny one of (he 
dc/.cn noolc men, who arc fit for it— it follows, that it 



would be ncttlier kindness to myself, uor justice and ad- 
vantage to itsee.u>-«, fur the Libeiiy party to put me » 
nomination. Perhaps, however, there are persons who, 
noiwiihsianding what I have here written, will tliiDK, 
.hat I should b<; the Liberty party candidate for the pre- 
sidency. Some of them may say, that my nominaliOD, 
since it would not result in my gelling one vote in imrly, 
much less in my election, would be a mere matter of 
form, anil liable to none of my objections to taking office. 
My reply to them wor.kl Ik;, that a person has no rigw 
lOMCcept a nomination to office, unless he iis willing to 
accept ihe odice also; for, in the most improbable case, 
the nomination may, possibly, result, in election. t)tucrs 
ofihera may say, thai the reasons which I avow foNe- 
clining (he nom'inivi< n in ques'.ion, are instdficient. hut, 
if, in addiiion lo these rea9<>ns, it should be foreseen, that 
a consiiierablc share of the members of the. Liberty party 
would relume to vole for me, who of its mentbcis would, 
in .such case, desire my nomination? Now there is no 
iloubfj I hat many of this party wotdd strenuously oppos« 
my noioinaiion. were \hcy to know to what uses I woiiW» 
il elected, put llie ofiice- and the inlluence of the ottice, 
of Presi'.ien;. of the United Stares. Candor requires rae 
;o acknowledge some ol the oU'ensivc things, which i 
would do, or aiienipi to do, were 1, this day, made Presi- 
dent nf ihe United f.taies. Ihippiiy, all these thin?:? arc 
notodi nsive to the Liberty party, liyppily, a consn.e- 
r ble Dortioo of it a^riecs \vi:>\ me in all tlu'se things- 
napi)iiy, UK), one or two of ihetv. ihinjis r.rc welcome l" 
a m;>io''i iiy of the Auieriesin j-.ouplc. Nevcriheles?, to 
evj'iy on*' of ilicm there is deieriniiicd antl imphicaoie 
(..ppusitrnn. When I sjhull have acknowlo<lsed wjia- 
llicve olrl'iisivc ti,in;iF ere, even those mrmhers of ihc Li- 
berty parly, who are now mC'St paitial to my nomiitation^ 
u ili no lop.f^cr urge ilie exuKiiency of making it. 

lU. I would, sofartis! had the power, put an tmmc- 
diau! cinl to our war with Mexico. '1 his is the most di- 
abolical of .-ill wars. Il is a war aj^ainsi a weak, ignorant, 
diistracted, inmlieiiding people, wliom it is the specia 
duty of this nation to help am! cherish— not to cruuh arii| 
dcsirov. it is, mnreovcr, a war, springing, directly aw- 
copfuisediy, from our national polity of extending Bia- 
verv, 1 would have the Aniorican p<'opUi fall uj^u tneir 
kiu'eato seek from (Jotl ami from Mexico, forguer^w 
for munleriug her men, women and ehildren. I wouw 
havcUieai aic'vy rcinunetatc Mexico for their tlcstruc- 
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tionflf l5cr property. I wouUl have them take none of 
hfrteiriiory, unless oblaineil by fair purchase and free 
cession. Texas, of which wo so basely anit lyingly rob- 
bed Mexico, I would have returned to her, or her ps ice 
for it fully and cheerfully paid. 

2d. I would have our army, navy, and whole military 
system, broken up; and, by an example, eo impressive 
ami controlling, have all nations persuadc<l, that it ishigh 
time for men to cease to be wolves and tigers; and high 
time for them to spreaif over this blood-stained earth the 
peace of Heaven, in exchange for the wars of hell. 

3il. I would have all restrictions on commercial inter- 
course abolished. I would listen to no calcuLitions of 
their tendency to enrich and strengthen us. It would be 
enough to determine my duty in respect to them, to 
know, that they alienate nation from nation; break up 
the oneness of the human family; and make enemies and 
strangers to each other of those, who should recognize 
frienlls and brothers in each other. 

4(h. I would have the government sustained by direct 
taxation: for, never, shall we have either an honest or a 
frugal government, until its espe.iditures are drawn di- 
rectly from the poclic's of the people. Our present war 
wouUl never have been, had the people been required to 
make direct payment for the cost of it. Again, to sup- 
port government by a tari'X is 10 favor and exem;)t the 
rich, at (he expense of wronging atid oppressing the 
poor. I close, under this heati, with the remark, that tiic 
motive for continuing American slavery would be much 
weakened by the subsiitulion of direct for indirect taxa- 
tion. 

6lh. Instead of the yearly and ivicke.l waste of rr.a»iy 
millions upon fortifications, vessels of ',v.ir, an;! other 
me«ns of liuman slaiightKr, I v.'ou!vl have governincn! 
makfi the most liberal expeadiuires on light-huuse«, lur- 
bors, .vigable R'rcams, nn ! in all otiier conetiinuon;!! 
ways lor [irotecting life, and promoting the interests of 
commerce. 

,6;h. Although opposed to wars, I would have gorern- 
I ill pcwinpi to put down and punish moljs and ms irrcc- 
ijons. In those cases, where the iniurroelions consist in 
" e rising of oppressors to conquer tlifi every- where 
,hlRd attempt of the oppresscil lo regain their liberty, 
would have the punishment of the insurgents so si^n.*! 
aod effectual, that, instead of*faaing disposed to repeat 
f'eir crime, they would be glad to let the oppressed go 

llCC. 

7th. The guaranties r>r''slavery in the federal Consti- 
tution, which are f o much talk-ed of, I do not see. In 
my eye, tiiat instrument is clearly :infi-s]av<My ; and I 
would hav« it brought into the wi-iegt, sternest, deadliest 
wacigainsf ;>ia.very. 

8lli, Land monopoly, whether on the part of the j?o- 
Fcninient or of inJi vidua!-;, I would disfiivor. Henoe, I 
wouhl have the public lands tfirowii open to actual sot- 
tiers, free of cost. I wouJd adii. untler this he:\ !, that 
every lam's home should be inalienable, except with his 
own consen . 

ydi. I wouiil have no sympathy with the policy, which 
wouid oxchulo forijign-borri citizens from iha ballvit-box, 
fori hold poUiioj] ri-.',hls to be n.il'.iral andab9!)h!te rights. 
I admit, iha'. our fore;ga-b:5ri3 citi/.eas gem.'raliy "vole 
wrong. This, however, is u-e CiTecl of b;u! example. 
Wiloar n.'>tiv<>-bor!i citi/jens voio rigiit, the foreigner.^-, 
who make qui- country tlieir homo, would also vo'o right. 
H;»',l oar aaiivc-baru citizea:5 vo'.e 1 for Birnoy the 
•lust," inst'M;] of for man-thieves, our foreign-born ctti- 

Izons woiii.i have lione likewise. 
10th. I Vi'oulii regard no mxn as iV to hold o^ice umler 
J repui>liciu govertimsnt, who in so igncranf, or so con- 
temjHuous <;f liio great dislinciive fan.Janieiiial principle 
oisticf) g tverrtrr.'jij', as to make a mju's right to vo'o '.urn 
om t';i> luno'.mt oc kind of hU p;'0'.n.v-:y, or on the color of 
li is shin. ^ • ^ 

llth. I would give oiTice to a B.'avenol lor, no sooner 
«in to any oiljor pin'.-?. Again, i \\'0-:\U\ give o'XiC.c. to 

e person, who would give oihce to a slavf^noldor, no 

wncr ihn'i I would givr? it to (!<-! person, who wuuM 
h'lve it to ;,ny o'.h.-^r pira'e. Sl.iveliolding w /t:M v/ynn 
ccssc to ha reputable— wo'dd soon cease (c be -were 
5avchold<«rs exciMde 1 from eivii oifioc. Ii'S no wonder, 
t'lal iti-inow rep.ai;d.i!e. Were we to mak<? civil rulers 
of shoop-thieves an 1 hoi-sc-'hievt", as froely as wp do of 
iinn-thicvos, sheep-sieaiing and ho-so-stealing wonid be 
''^ '^^P'-itnble among us, as man. sie;ding. 

1-lh. f wouM giveoffice to no persons, whnarv; in favor 
01 i»!oiising the tratik; in int(5V!e.iling <irink8. I would 
woner consent to give it to pe.-sons, wno are in favor of 
licensing gaming-houses and broihch; f.>r the gamirig- 
"Ousesanct brothelr, of a country are, couwuied wilh j;fl 



drinking-houscs and ilnim-ehop-s harmless. All jrorera- 
mcntsowcitto their subjects to protect them from th« 
wide spread wretchedness and unutterable rum innictetf 
bv drinking-houses and dram-shops ;--nna republican go- 
vernments must, as they would protect themselves-as 
they would save their very existence, suppress these nui- 
sances. A despotic government may exist, notwithstaml- 
in" the prevalence of drunkenness among us suojecig. 
It may, even, be the safer, the greater such prevalence. 
But, it is not BO with a republic. That falls, as its subjects 
fall from virtue and sobriety. The people of this and 
are not permitted to choose Rum and a Republic. 1 beir 
choice must be Rum o) a Republic. 

In the towns of this State, as you are aware,, the gaper- 
visor and the jnstices of the peace compose the boai-U of 
excise. It is among my most pleasant reflections, that i 
never voted for a person for supervisor or for justice ol 
the peace, without first ascertaining, that he was opposea 
to licensing the sale of intoxicating drmks. 

i3th. There are many wise and good men m secret st»- 
cieties. I should be sorry to refuse them office^ (Jcce* 
I would not have done so. But now 1 would. Conceal- 
ment and darkness are congenial to a despotic govein- 
ment- but the genius of republicanism demands openness 
and li"-hf. The man, who is entitled ofSce, under a re- 
publican governfnent, must let himse'f be known-musr, 
to use a low phrase, "show his hand." But, erapbali- 
cally tntc is it, th.at the man, who belongs to a secret so- 
ciety, is a man, who, to use another low phrase, «* keeps 
dirk." We cinaot know him. V/e cannot determ»nc, 
whether he is for or against us— for or again«t the jnte- 
res s of his nation and his race— for we are ignorant to, 
what the oaths of hh secret society have bound him. 

Finally, were I President of the Unlieil ^ta'^es. I wonltf 
act upon the nevcr-to-be-shakei con viction, that "Rigiit- 
Eous.vEss EXALTF.rii A NATION;" and that this nation, 
now in a " galloping consumption,-' beoawsc of its «n- 
righTcousneB-s, can be saveu only by its Bpee<ly return to 
righteousness. The profane, unprincipled, and I'ase, i 
would, therefore, to my utmost ability, thruBl out, anit 
keep out. of places of power and trust. 

May dod hasten that truly "good time," whets the 
chief magistrate of every^ na'ion shall have a heart to 
sa.v, in the worilsof the chief magisltnte of Israel: 

< I WIl-L N'OT KNOW A WICSED I'F.ESON, MtNR EY» 
SHALI, BE Vl'OS THE FMrurUL OK THH LAND, THAT 
rilKY MAY DWELl. V.'ITII MK; HF. TIT.^T WALKETH IN 

A rjcRrixr way, he SH\ti, srjiVK me." „,„_r, 

GEIIRIT SMITH. 



PnTEuiiCRo, July 3t1, lS^f7. 

Tb the EdUor of the Lib&Tttj Press: 

Oil the riirht hand and on tiie lefi, I am urgeo " to Uc- 
cline Lhe naminaiion," with which the Maccdon Con- 
vention has honored me. C.in you inform mc what are 
the specific things which they, who thus urge ip^e, would 
have mc doV , - 

1st. Am I to say, (hat people shall not vote for meT 
riat would not pe05>le bo very apt to do as they please, 
even though I should be an-fgaul and haughty enough 
10 say, that tJiev sh:!ll not? . 

2.1. Am I to "lay, that I disapprove of the nommalion? 
But, I said so in advafT?<5 of the nomination, and of the 
hoi. ling of the Convention—.iniil so, most emphatically—- 
and yet, it availed nothins. The Convention were fully , 
aware of my strong dislike to taking civil office. More- 
over, the causes of this dislike, and my reasons why they 
shonld not put me in nomination, were .spreail out m 
prinleil detail before them. i\everthcless, thf y put me 
in nominatiimj and, in d.>'Ui- so, took upon (hcm^elvoa 
allt ;>nd left upn.T' mc non^, of the responsibility anti, 
blame of what fhi?y di*!. 

'id. Am I to ^ay, fiiaf. if elected, I would not accept 
the olfV;c? Bu', th).«. I cannot say: for I wouM aoeept it. 
No objections on the score of tastes ami habits— no^pri- 
vate considerations whadrver— would ioihice me to fore- 
g ) such an opportunity to promote the honor of God end 
tr.e good of my feiloiv men. It w.is not, however, ror 
the purpose of electing me, that I was put in nomination. 
Tiie par'y \v!iieh put me in t.omination, will, ilottbil-cas, 
pxcetid its iiighcst anlicipauons of itf? growing, numbers, 
if, among !he millicvis of votes C:ist for President, it shall 
bo able to <.'a-l twonlv, or even ten thuujand. 

4 h. Am I to scorn the nomination, becatuse it was not 
a Oonvenlionof t!ie Liberty par'y frt)m whi'.'h it came? 
flut that would be a piece of unrea&onableno<!S. iniole- 
ranoe, nnd litUcness, of which I could not permit mj'WJlt 
t:) be Buiiiy. A member of the Liberty party KlM>uld 
welcome, and, if he hava lh«i soid of his high caaltag- 



16 



will welcome, a nomination at the hands of any other 
party more than at the hands of his own. If allowed to 
see even the Whigs and Democrats take their candidates 
from his party, he should and will rejoice with all his 

lieart. , , ■ 

5th. Am I to turn contemptuously from the nomina- 
tion, because the new party, which jrave it to me, is 
made up, in part, of seceder..' from the Liberty party? I 
a&siver, that members of the Liberty party have the right 
to withdraw from it— as good right as the members of 
other parlies have to withdraw from their parties; and, 
that I trust, there is no element of tyranny or popery in 
the Liberty party to forbid the exercise of this right. 
Emohatically true is it, that members of a party have 
the'rigiit to secede from it, when the object of the se- 
cession is to form a better party than that they left. Now, 
much as I love the Liberty party, and tenaciously as I 
cling to it, I am obliged to confess, that the Liberty 
League" is a belter one; and that it is your and n^y duty 
to labor to bring up the Liberty party to thejhigh, every- 
where open, and honorable ground occupied by this neAv 
party. To imitate this new party— not to disparage and 
condemn, it— is the appropriate work of the Liberty par- 
ty. Aiul such is my persuasion of the discernment and 
integrity of the Liberty, party, that, I, believe, it will 
promotly enter upon this work— wi31 promptly yield to 
the demands of developing truth. By so doing, it will 
efTectually call back those, who have left it; and they will 
return,, accompanied by thousands of anti -slavery free- 
trade men, peace men, land reformers, &c., wlio will 
precede, by onlv a little space, tens, and, peihap?, hun- 
dreds of thousands of persons of like faith. The Liberty 
party, if it shall be so true to itself, as to carry out, in all 
iustly called for directions, its great one idea of the equal 
rights /of all men, will be no loser, but on the contrary, 
a great gainer by the organization of the Liberty League. 
Thus true to itself, it would quickly absorb tins bold and 
honest little pioneer. Thus true to itself, the nomina- 
tions made by the Liberty League would get no votes; 
and those to be made by the Liberty party would get 
double the number of voles ever yet obtained by Liberty 
party candidates. The Liberty party has the power to 
turn to its own candidates every vole which now tends 
to Elihu Burritt and myself. Happy, thrice happy, if it 
shall be so wise, as to avail itself of this power. Even 
Brother Burritt and I, clean shorn of our honors, as we 
should thereby be, would, nevertheless, be quite loo joy- 
ful in the cause of our loss, to make the loss itself the 
subject of very deep or protracted sorrows. 
But, I shall be told, that the Liberty party was organi- 



zed for only one purpose— that of contributing to over, 
throw chattel slavery. I admit it. I always contend fb? 
this interpretation. At the same time, I yield to the 
claims of candor, and admit, that they, who take opposite 
ground, find no little authority for it in several, and 
among them, the earliest National Conventions of the 
Liberty parly. I admit, I say, that the Liberty party was 
organized for nothing else than to war on chattel slavery. 
It is, however, but justice to mto for those, who quote 
this admission, to couple with it/as I so frequently (lof, 
the declaration, that the principle, in the light of Which 
the Liberty party was organilzed, and by the fOrce of 
which it undertook to accomplish its object is the 

EQUAL RIGHTS OF ALL MEN. But whO Cait iloubt, that 

this principle points to free trade, land limitationv&c.j 
&c., as well as to exemption from chattel slavery? . And 
why sliould not the Liberty party follow all these point- 
ihgs? There was reason why it should not, so long aS it 
regarded itself as a temporary party, and, believed that, 
ere long, the great political parties would supersede -it 
i by inscribing the abolition of chattel slavery upon theff 
banners. But, for years how, the Liberty party has seei), 
1 that these parties are past all cure, all hope, and that'll 
I must regard itself as a permanent party. How then ca|i 
i it act rationally, whilst it fails to qualify itself for %.m- 
i telligent administration of governmVni, and the proper 
' disehai geofall the duties of governmenti And how can it 
! become thus qualified, if it refuse to give its aUcationto, 
' and to pass upon the merits of the various interests whidli 
j either come within, or seek to come within, the circle 01 
governmental care? » ^ u 

j Thai the equal rights of all men has, from the first, been 
; the avowed principle of action of 'he Liberty party, is hot 
to be denied. This is its standing boast. This is ex- 
pressed in its addresses and resolutions, and newspaper?, 
every vear and every month. This is not the principle 
of action with British Abolitionists. Cut, it is with 
American. British Abolitionists can cherish some forms 
of oppression, whilst they war upon others—can dehver 
jonie victims- of oppression, and be pitiless tqwari 
others. But American Abolitionists go for abolislung all 
the forms and delivering all the subjects of oppression. 

A word for those, who think, tliat the Liberty parly 
should never change its action, and I have done, ine 
partv, which refuses to respect the changes m its circum- 
stances, and to obey the law of progress, may excelal 
other parties in pride of consistency and in stupidity-r-Dui 
it will excel them in nothing more ^ahjable^ SMITH. 

i 
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